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FIFTY. YEARS OF AWA 


INTRODUCTION 


ver the past fifty years the Antique 
Wireless Association has become a 


leading voice in the research into and 
the preservation of the history and the artifacts of 
the development of the electromagnetic wireless 
art and science, and its magnificent offspring, 
radio. 

What began as an idea of three men, George 
Batterson, Linc Cundall, and Bruce Kelley, in 
1952, to collect and preserve early wireless and 
radio equipment and the historical background 
before it was lost to future generations, has de- 
veloped, from humble beginnings in upstate 
New York, into a unique world-wide non-profit 
association with a public museum and some 
3500 members. 

A few years later the official journal of the 
AWA was born. The Old Timer’s Bulletin, 
with Bruce Kelley as the founding editor, was 
mailed to less than one hundred interested peo- 
ple. Now, through this medium and other AWA 
publications, the Association members research 
and publish, on a regular basis, some five hun- 
dred pages of historical material each year. Our 
members pursue a wide range of activities, rang- 
ing from a casual hobby interest to serious schol- 
arship, and over the years we have, collectively 


and individually, made significant ~~ 
contributions to the history of the subject. 

The world-class Museum, affiliated with the 
Smithsonian Institution and other prestigious 
historical organizations, attracts thousands of 
visitors each year who wish to view the out- 
standing collections. 

The small informal conferences, where equip- 
ment was displayed and bartered, and informa- 
tive talks given by both members and early pio- 
neers, have developed into the Annual Confer- 
ence of Members, which is attended by sell-out 
crowds from across the globe. 

This year’s special anniversary publication 
presents an overview of the 50-year history of 
the AWA. You are invited to relive with us 
now those early days, up to the present, 
through material gleaned from the pages of the 
Old Timer’s Bulletin and the AWA Review, 
and from other information sources, some not 
previously published. 

The editors extend thanks to all those who 
contributed to this special anniversary edition. 
William B. Fizette, Editor, 

Fifty Years of AWA 
President, Antique Wireless Association 
November, 2002 


ABOUT THE TYPOGRAPHICAL STYLE USED IN THs B@@E 


To show how our organization and its activ- 
ities have evolved over the years, President 
Fizette has assembled, in this book, a series of 
quotations from AWA members and vintage 
AWA publications. He has written a special 
introduction for each of the quotations, and 
these introductions are printed in italics. 

To avoid a distracting sea of quotation 
marks, each quoted section is instead opened 
by the symbol a4 and closed by the symbol 
vv. For further identification the sections 
themselves are set in a non-italic type style quite 
different from the style used in the introduc- 
tions. 

The sections quoted from publications have 


been deliberately typeset almost exactly as they 
were in the original. So if you notice quaint 
punctuation or other usage—or perhaps con- 
tent that is out of date—keep in mind that you 
are looking at material that has been included 
for its historical value. 

Many of the photographs included in this book 
have been copied from our vintage publications 
and, as such, some may not be as sharp as if re- 
produced from the originals. However photos 
were selected as much for their historical value as 
their reproduction quality. 

Marc F. Ellis, Production Editor, 

Fifty Years of AWA 

Editor, The Old Timer’s Bulletin 
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FIFTY YEARS OF AWA 


THE BIRTH OF AWA 


It was said...only partly in jest...that the An- 
tique Wireless Association was born because 
George Batterson had a pile of old wireless stuff 
and Bruce Kelley had not only some early tubes 
and a barn, but also a good friend named Linc 
Cundall. 

All three men were radio amateurs, and it was 
no accident that the early members were also. But 
this “requirement” for membership gradually 
faded away as the organization grew. The em- 
phasis shifted to the primary purpose of the orga- 
nization: a dedication to the preservation and 
study of the history and artifacts of wireless and 
radio communications. 

Bruce Kelley (1914-1997) became a radio 
amateur (SACY, later W2ICE) during the 
1930s. He began to collect vintage radio tubes 
and early equipment at the same time he was com- 
piling an enviable operating record. The barn at 
his home in Spencerport, NY became the reposi- 
tory and display area for these finds. When 


= a v ~~ 


George Batterson (8TC, later W2GB) saw what 
Kelley had started, he suggested that they combine 
the two collections and found a museum. Kelley’s 
life-long friend, Linc Cundall (8ADI, later 
W2QY) was already working with him. The three 
formed a team and the museum and organization 
called the Antique Wireless Association became a 
reality. 

But Kelley soon discovered that he had a mis- 
sion, namely to research and document the history 
of the art so that it would not be lost to future gen- 
erations. 

Ed Gable, K2MP, now the Curator of the 
AWA Electronic Communication Museum, was 
Bruce’s friend and protegée. He points out that 
Bruce’s dedication to history and preservation is 
what set him apart from most other old radio col- 
lectors of the time. Using the facilities of the East- 
man Kodak Company where he was employed, 
Bruce produced numerous slide programs on the 
history of early radio. With his imposing physical 


Bruce Kelley (W2ICE, ex-W8ACY) in the original barn museum (1952). His photographic interest has 


resulted in numerous slide and 16mm. movie film documentaries which have been shown world-wide. 
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appearance and his 
booming voice, he quick- 
ly became sought after to 
present these programs. 

The following excerpt 
from “The Founding 
and Development of the 
Antique Wireless Asso- 
ciation and its Museum” 
by Charles Brelsford, 
K2WW, a past presi- 
dent of AWA, provides 
more insight into the 
early days of our organi- 
zation. The article origi- 
nally appeared in Vol- 
ume | (1986) of The 
AWA Review. 


44 


n 1936 an avid young radio amateur, Bruce 

Kelley, living in Rochester, N.Y., became in- 
terested in radio tubes and started to collect 
them, along with other early equipment. By 
1948 he was residing in Spencerport, a town 
near Rochester, with a museum set up in his 
barn. He exhibited many of these items at the 
1948 Hamfest of the Rochester Amateur Radio 
Association (RARA), and in 1952 introduced the 


The second barn museum was divided into three areas. This is the lower level. 
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Members renovating the second barn museum at Holcomb, N.Y. A large 
factor in the Association’s success has been group participation. 


use of photography at a RARA Old Timer’s Night. 
The successful combination of artifact exhibits 
and slide-show created an immediate demand 
among amateur radio organizations for more of 
the same. Since the exhibits, shows and museum 
required much time and effort, Kelley, with 
George Batterson and Linc Cundall, in 1952 
formed a small club called the Antique Wireless 
Association. 

Bruce Kelley, like 
so many others, be- 
came interested in 
radio when in high 
school. His first pro- 
ject was to construct 
a receiving set to lis- 
ten to broadcasts. 
Then, by listening to 
amateurs, he learned 
the code and proce- 
dures so he could op- 
erate his own station. 
Very soon he had a li- 
cense and was partic- 
ipating in many radio 
activities—talking to 
amateurs in foreign 
countries, contesting 
with others, building 


specialized equipment, and joining with other 
amateurs at the local radio club. Then he became 
interested in vacuum tubes—how they were 
presently used, and how they were employed 
back in 1915. Naturally, he continued to collect 
tubes and wireless apparatus used in the early 
days. 

George Batterson was an amateur who, as a 
boy of fifteen, was influenced by the use of radio 
when the Titanic sank in 1912. After WWI George 
built his famous synchronous rotary spark trans- 


mitter which is now in the AWA Museum. In- 


school he studied drafting, pattern making and 
shop work so he was able to build many of the 
parts of his transmitter. He made the condenser 
of plate glass and brass plates and immersed 
both the condenser and transformer in a tank of 
oil. This transmitter was very effective, so effec- 
tive, in fact, that it brought the radio inspector 
from Detroit to make measurements. Alas, the 
decrement could only be brought down to nine- 
tenths, whereas seven-tenths was the limit. So, 
in 1922 George retired the spark set and built a 
tube transmitter. Thereafter, he was very active 
with his new radio, using code transmissions al- 
most exclusively. 

Linc Cundall began his radio career in 1916 in 
Hamburg, N.Y. He graduated from Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute in electrical and mechan- 
ical engineering. From 1937 to retirement he 
worked for Eastman Kodak Co. as a machine de- 
sign engineer. Linc was a skilled instrument 
maker and applied his talents to the restoration 
of historic radio apparatus. His replica of the 
United Wireless Tuner is a classic. Linc was also 
a good business man, who said, “I think my 
biggest contribution in the early days of AWA 
was to convince Kelley that he should not put 
out a magazine every month.” Kelley stated he 
formed the AWA because he had a barn. Batter- 
son said, “Bruce came over and I told him that 


I had a lot of old gear. He was living in Spencer- 
port...and he had quite a collection of various 
tubes. We went out to the garage, and when he 
saw the spark transmitter he just fell in love 
with the thing. So I suggested, “Why don’t you 
take all this equipment home and let’s get a mu- 
seum started there.” 

By 1954 the AWA was flourishing. George 
Batterson was president, Bruce Kelley secretary, 
and Linc Cundall the treasurer. There were six 
other Board members—Chuck Brelsford, Ducké 
Dengler, Gene Handler, Walt Malone, Earl Pea- 
cox and Andy Rutherford. The membership to- 
taled 155. Of these, 57 were from Rochester, 61 
were from New York State outside Rochester, 
and 37 were from various parts of the country 
and overseas. All members were radio amateurs. 

In 1958 Kelley moved to Holcomb, New York 
and, of course, the museum collection moved 
with him. A fine carriage barn on the new prop- 
erty became the AWA museum, and Holcomb, 
twenty miles southeast of Rochester, became 
the organization’s headquarters. 

The AWA was very busy from 1958 to 1975. 
The Old Timer’s Bulletin was established in 1960, 
and the famous AWA National Conference 
started with a meeting in 1963. In 1969 the 
New York Board of Regents granted the AWA a 
provisional charter for three years. The officers 
were Batterson, President; Brelsford, Vice-Pres- 
ident; Kelley, Secretary; Cundall, Treasurer. 

At the expiration of the provisional charter 
the AWA did not fully qualify for a permanent 
charter, but in July 1972 it was incorporated as 
a not-for-profit organization under the laws of 
New York State. The officers at that time were 
Charles Brelsford, President; Kenneth Gardner, 
Vice-President; Bruce Kelley, Secretary; and Linc 
Cundall, Treasurer. As of December, 1972 there 
were thirteen Directors. 


vv 


FIFTY YEARS OF AWA 


GETTING THE MESSAGE OUT 


The ability of the founders to communicate 
their ideas to the world at large was an important 
factor in the success of the museum and the orga- 
nization. Museum Curator Ed Gable, who was a 
first-hand observer for these early years, offers the 
following commentary. 
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Bruce and Linc were not only active amateurs 
and radio history enthusiasts, but they were also 
camera buffs and members of the Kodak Camera 
Club, giving them access to professional camera 
equipment and processing labs. 

Bruce, Linc, George and others traveled to 
historical radio sites which were still mostly in 
place, but no longer in mainstream use. Tucker- 
ton, Marion, and Radio Central come to mind. 
They photographed these and recorded the his- 
tory, often by interviewing people who had been 
key players. 

Bruce and Linc then created very professional 
slide programs, using two projectors and fade 
controls, and eventually stereo sound. They 
would then show these programs to anyone who 
would listen. If you were a member of a local 
Lions club, or Kiwanis club, or the American Le- 
gion...you saw a Bruce Kelley production. 

Eventually the right people started to see 
these fine historical presentations. People from 
industry, academia, and the military learned of 
this group of radio historians from the Rochester 
area. 

It turned out that there were important arti- 
facts sitting in warehouses and storage facili- 
ties, with caretakers not knowing to whom they 
should be entrusted. It was then that the very 
significant donations started to appear and the 
museum collection broadened and improved. 


vv 


Bruce Kelley was an expert in using the media 
for promoting the AWA. One example is the fol- 
lowing article he wrote for QST. It was published 
in the May 1959 issue and is reprinted by permis- 
sion of the American Radio Relay League. Re- 
grettably, we are not able to reproduce the pho- 
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tographs that originally appeared with the article. 
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HISTORY IN THE MAKING: A BRIEF ACCOUNT 
OF AN UNUSUAL ORGANIZATION 
Bruce Kelley, W2ICE 

There is excitement in the new; there is equal 
drama in the old...and so it is with amateur 
radio. Prior to World War II very little interest 
was shown in our hobby; however, by 1946, am- 
ateur radio was approximately 46 years old, the 
ARRL had been in existence for 31 years and the 
large number who joined the amateur ranks in 
the early 20s were now old timers at the quar- 
ter-century mark. As a result, many amateur 
clubs throughout the country were beginning to 
have an annual “Old Timer’s Night” and several 
social organizations were formed catering to the 
old-time operator. 

As a rule, this sudden interest neglected the 
material side of early wireless, or radio as we 
know it today. Aside from a few private collec- 
tions assembled by some thoughtful old timers, 
the only historical material available for the am- 
ateur was some early equipment on display at 
the League headquarters and the exceptionally 
well written history of amateur radio by Clinton 
De Soto, Two Hundred Meters and Down. 

It was only natural that some enterprising 
amateurs would eventually undertake the task of 
collecting and compiling the historical back- 
ground of their hobby as a group. The Antique 
Wireless Association is such an organization. 

The nucleus of the club is an original collection 
of historical equipment and films which I had 
gathered. Frequent requests for these programs 
and historical displays proved too great a burden 
for one individual. W2GB and W2QY, two able old 
timers, came to my aid in 1953, and thus was 
born the AWA. Today, the organization has sev- 
eral hundred associates in the United States, 
Canada, Hawaii, Germany and South Africa. 

The club directs its energies in three direc- 
tions. It maintains one of the largest amateur 
club museums in the country. Operating strictly 
on a non-profit basis, it has collected and 


tagged, with the donor's name and call letters, 
thousands of early tubes, receivers, transmitters 
and pieces of equipment, some dating as early 
as 1850. Name plates marked Murdock, Clapp- 
Eastham, Electro-Importing, Grebe, Adams-Mor- 
gan, Federal, DeForest, Wireless Specialty, 
Mignon, Amrad and Marconi are familiar sights 
on the various shelves or showcases. In addi- 
tion, one can find a vast assortment of maga- 
zines, catalogs, photographs and tape record- 
ings on file for the historian. Of particular inter- 
est are the four mock setups of amateur stations 
dating 1901 with coherer and spark coil, 1915 
with crystal detector and fixed spark gap, 1922 
with regenerative receiver and rotary spark gab, 
and lastly a modern setup of the early 30s with 
an FB-7 receiver and a crystal-controlled trans- 
mitter using a pair of 210s in the final. 

All of this equipment is on display in a barn 
museum located on my property. It is a two- 
story carriage barn crammed full of old gear. Out 
in front is a small sign bearing the legend 
“AWA—Bruce Kelley.” The barn museum is al- 
ways open to the public. If visitors can’t locate 
me, they can go across the street and up a few 
doors to the home of W2VTR, Bruce Elle, who 
will show them around. We prefer to have 
groups or special visitors drop us a line in ad- 
vance so that proper arrangements can be 
made. Holcomb is located about 23 miles south 
of Rochester, and about five miles south of NYS 
Thruway Exit No. 45. 

The collection is the result of many hours of 
traveling countless miles and scrounging through 
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hundreds of dusty attics and cellars. 
The club’s greatest concern is to pre- 
vent the amateur from throwing un- 
used antique equipment into a junk 
barrel. 

Using this material for background, 
the club’s amateur photographers 
have carried out the second objective 
of the AWA by producing a number of 
historical movies and slide shows for 
amateur meetings. These shows are 
eventually turned over to the League 
to loan out to affiliated clubs. The 
popularity of the shows can be mea- 
sured by the ever-increasing re- 
quests. An early production, “The First Thirty 
Years of Amateur Radio,” was rated the most 
popular show in the ARRL film library for 1957. 
The organization’s “Story of DX” set an all-time 
record when it was presented at the 1956, 1957 
and 1958 ARRL National Conventions—the only 
program ever scheduled at three conventions! A 
new show in the making is one covering the life 
of Marconi. Old time operators such as W1SS, 
W1ZE and W2LF, as well as G.G. Hopkins, Mar- 
coni historian of Chelmsford, England will be 
seen and heard in this amateur production. 

The third objective of the Antique Wireless 
Association is to display equipment at various 
gatherings. Handling and transporting such 
equipment would normally present a problem to 
an organization working without funds; fortu- 
nately the president, W2GB, is in the trucking 
business and amateurs across the country have 
had an opportunity to view everything from old 
loose couplers to huge spark transmitters. Wor- 
thy of note is the fact that the AWA exhibit was 
awarded a first prize at the 1958 ARRL National 
Convention (Washington) as having one of the 
outstanding amateur exhibits. 

Many recently licensed amateurs visiting the 
barn museum or viewing one of the shows have 
wondered at the inclusion of early commercial 
equipment. There are several explanations. In 
the early days of wireless the amateur’s trans- 
mitting range was limited. Hence, DX was strictly 
on the receiving end and calls such as CC, FL, 
POZ, and NAA were as familiar as W1AW is today. 
continued on page 18> 
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1950s 


The earliest picture of Bruce 
| Kelley at the Spencerport, NY 
| museum. (Ed Gable) 


Bruce Kelley demonstrates the 
Batterson spark transmitter at 
Spencerport. (Ed Gable) 
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First appearance of the antenna 
masthead. (October, 1960 O7B) 


Club station W2AN at the Holcomb, NY | 
museum. (Autumn, 1964 O7B) 


Spring meet, 1969 in 
Breesport, NY. From left: 
Eduard Deering, (Hol- 
land), Howard Schrader 
and Bob Morris, (NJ), 
Phil Beisel (CA), Fin 
Stewart (Australia), and 
John Drake (CT). (June, 
1969 OTB) 
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1960s 


At the Ford (Dearborn, MI) museum in 1967. From left: 
Bruce Kelley, Marion Armstrong, and Frank Davis. 
(Ed Gable) 


AWA Officers at New York Hamfest. From left: standing, 
Director Roy Ruske (W2AFN), VP Charles Brelsford 
(K2WW); seated, Director Larry Triggs (W2YBK), 
President George Batterson (W2GB), Director Clarence 
Dengler (W2IK), Secretary Bruce Kelley (W2ICE) and Ken 
Gardner (W2BGN). Present, but not in photo, were 
W2QY, K2JA, W2UTH and WA2KND. (Autumn, 1966 O7B) 


be 


Bruce Kelley (right) with Dr. Bernard 
Finn, Curator of Electricity, 
Smithsonian Institution, winter 
1964. Bruce was very proud of his 
association with the Smithsonian. 
(Ed Gable) 
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Preliminary notice of the Dearborn MI 
1967 Convention. (Spring, 1967 OTB) 
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it over to W2ICE who acted as M.C. _ Roland Bourne, WLANA (Curator, aL : area pied, anlage duc ante 


Publishing Editor: Larry Triggs ,W2YBK 


Report on the first national “get-together.” (August, 1963 List of officers from Autumn 1961 
OTB) OTB. 


In Bruce Kelley's back yard at 
Holcomb, NY in 1968. With 
Kelley in the background, 

A 1968 meeting at Bruce Kelley’s barn museum in Holcomb, NY. Lauren Peckham holds up an AK- 
(Lauren Peckham) 5 breadboard. (Lauren Peckham) 
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1970s 


Bruce’s all time favorite museum activity. 
Keying the Batterson 1-kW spark. (Ed Gable) 


Fur 


and Ernie Hare : 
Vj; Lr, lopez | A 
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adiola 
Federal 


Judges and winners at the Old Receiver 
Contest at the 1970 Conference. L to R, 
Ralph Muchow, John Caperton, Floyd 
Bennett, Lauren Peckham, and Stan Johnson. 
(December, 1971 OTB) 


Bruce Kelley and gang on one of the many 
trips to document early communication sites. 
This is the RCA Tuckerton, NJ station shortly | 
before it was dismantled. George Batterson, 
Ed Raser, Gene Handler, Linc Cundall, and 
Bruce Kelley. (Ed Gable) 


1972. An obviously surprised Bruce Kelley 
receives the Houck Award from Dr. George 
Brittain of the Smithsonian Institution. Prose 
Walker, chief of the FCC’s private radio 

bureau, (left) shares the event. (O7B) 


Spring meet, 
1971, at 
Lauren and 
Joyce 
Peckham’s 
home, 
Breesport, 
NY. (Lauren 
Peckham) 
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Early AWA Board meeting, 1971. Top L to R: Cliff Daykin, Harry Lott, Geo Batterson, Larry Triggs, Joe 
Marsey, Ken Gardner, Clarence “Ducky” Dengler, Hank Blodgett. Front L to R: Linc Cundall, Dexter 
Deeley, Lauren Peckham, Harold Smith, Sherwood Snyder, Bruce Kelley. Photo by Al Crum. (Ed Gable) 
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§ 
OTB production and mailing staff. L to R: Dexter Deeley, 
Larry Triggs, Linc Cundall, and Bruce Kelley. Not in the 
picture is Helen Kelley, who as a former English 
teacher, was of considerable assistance to Bruce over : — 
the years. (March, 1970 OTB) The official opening of the new AWA 
Museum during the 1975 Conference. 
Elliott Sivowitch of the Smithsonian 
and ARRL Director Harry McConaghy 
break the paper tape stretched across 
the entrance stairway. The tape was 
removed from a 1905 Morse Register. 
Photo by Al Crum, W2BWK. (December, 
1975 OTB) 


The 1976 Conference. At the AWA 
Museum are (left to right) Bruce Kelley, 
Gerald Tyne, and Brother Pat Dowd. 
(Lauren Peckham) 
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From 25th Anniversary Issue of The OTB (March 1977) 


FROM HEADQUARTERS 


Notes from the President's Desk 


This issue of the Bulletin 
commemorating the founding 
twenty-five years ago of the 
Antique Wireless Association 
brings to mind the wonderful 
contribution which Bruce Kelley, 
George Batterson and Linc Cun- 
dall made to the annals of rad- 
io history by the formation of 
our Association. Their inter- 
est, foresight and devotion 
have stimulated others and have 
produced a record of radio his- 
tory through the publication of 
the Bulletin, the traveling 
Slide-tape shows, conferences, 
and the outstanding Museum at 
East Bloomfield. We all owe 
them a debt of gratitude for 
their services during the past 
twenty-five years. 

At the Board of Directors 
meeting in November favorable 
reports were made by Lauren 
Peckham about the Tube Commit- 
tee, Ken Gardner on the Advis- 
ory Committee and Net Activi- 
ties, Hank Blodgett on the 
Novice Classes, and by Al Crum 


either original or additional, 
will keep the Fund growing and 
help ensure the future of our 

outstanding Museum. 

After considerable discus- 
sion the Board voted to hold 
next year's Annual Conference 
at Dearborn, Michigan. The 
dates will be October 7 & 8. 
Friday's meetings will be at 
the Dearborn Inn and Saturday's 
will be at Greenfield Village. 
A block of rooms has been re- 
served at the Dearborn Inn so 
you may send in your reserva- 
tion, indicating you are a 
member of A.W.A. 


The publication of an Annual 
Historical Journal by A.W.A. 
is being considered. Several 
people will be needed to per- 
form editorial, publication, 
Circulation, and planning func- 
tions. If you are interested 
in assisting on this potential 
project, please write me at 
once. : 

At the meeting in Canandaigua 
of the Advisory Committee to 
the President I appointed Fred 
Hammond, VE3HC, aS an addition-. 
al member. Fred's assistance 
will be of real value. 

During the past year our As- 
sociation has received much 
favorable publicity. This gives 
us confidence that we can con- 
tinue to carry out the purposes 
of our organization during the 
next twenty-five years. We are 
all members of an association 
of which we can be justifiably 
proud. 

Charles Brelsford 


A Laight That Shone 
Over Theater’s Stars 
Becomes a Star, Too 


The above headline appeared in a recent 


issue of the Wall Street Journal. It 
tells of a light bulb above the stage 
door vestibule in the old Palace Tneat- 
er (Ft. Worth, Texas) that was install- 
ed in 1908 and has been shining ever 
since -- 68 years or 595,000 hours !} 
It is rated at 13 candlepower and has 
never been turned off other than one 
or two local power failures, They don't 
make them that way anymore.. (W3AW) 
Your BULLETIN arriving LATE ? 
Try lst Class Mailing and 
Special Handling. See p. 2 


on the Museum Photographs. Your 
treasurers, Linc Cundall and 
Dex Deeley, reported a sound 
financial condition for our 
Association activities and the 
Museum. The Museum Fund is 
now at $17,488. This is an 
increase over one year ago, 

but we need a fund of at least 
$30,000 to provide interest in- 
come to meet the annual expen- 
ses of the Museum. A contribu- 
tion on your part at this time, 


A.W.A. CELEBRATES 


25th ANNIVERSARY 


The World's Oldest and Largest Organization Dedicated to 
Preserving and Documenting the History of Radio. 


A Brief History 


MEMBERSHIP 

This year AWA will be @5 years 
old. Starting with 10 active mem- 
bers, it has grown to internation- 
al status with nearly e000 memb- 
ers making it the oldest and lar- 
gest radio organization devoted 
to historical documentation and 
preservation. Membership roll 
lists many public museums as well 
as members in England, France, 
Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, 
Norway, Sweden, Greece, Panama, 
Puerto Rico, Hawaii, Philippines, 
Japan, Australia and New Zealand. 


OLD TIMERS BULLETIN 

AWA has never made a concerted 
effort to increase membership. By 
1960, however, there were members 
in 20 states and Canada necessit- 
ating more effective communicat- 
ion than an occasional newsletter 
Thus, the "Old Timers Bulletin" 
was born. 


———WSELIM 

The present AWA Museum follow- 
ed somewhat the same pattern.From 
a single collection, it grew to 
about 25,000 items requiring a 
larger and more adequate display 
area. The result is our mew Mus- 
eum, which opened in 1974 and be-~ 
came one of the better known mus-~ 
eums devoted solely to electronic 
communication, 


DOCUMENTATION 


In this brief history of AWA 
one must mot overlook the Assoc- 
jation’s documentation of histor- 
ical personms and events. As an 
example, members using profess- 
ional equipment were fortunate to 
record on 16 mm. movie Film and 
magnetic tape the operation of 
several high power trans-atlantic 
commercial stations of a by-gone 
era. This was dome in the 1950's, 
The AWA Tape Library has record-~ 
ings of Marconi, Armstrong, De 
Forest, Sarnoff, Gernsback and 
other radio "greats". A current 
project is a slide/tape show on 
the founding of the A.AR.A.L. star- 
ring Clarence Tuska, 


= TwO NEW BOARD MEMBERS 
elected at Nov. 7 Annual Meeting 


The Board welcomes two very qualified 
members to assist them in A,W.A. oper- 
ation: 

FLOYD BENNETT who is the owner of a 
small Tool and Die shop in Kirkville, 
N.Y. He is a long time active A.W.A, 
member and has shown great interest 
in historical radio. Floyd has been 
host to an AWA "Meet" at which time 
members had an opportunity to see one 
of the largest and finest radio col- 
ections in the state, 


GERALD HALL recently retired as eng- 

ineer at Television Station WOKR. He 

has been in the radio field for over 

50 years having started as an amateur 
in the 1920's. He has been associated 
with several broadcast and television 
stations including WHAM. His amateur 

eall is KeZZ. 


NEW ADVISORY BOARD MEMBER 


President Brelsford recently appointed 
Fred Hammond, VE3HC of Guclph, Ontario, 
Canada as a member of the AWA Advisory 
Board. Fred has been seen several times 
on A.W.A. Conference Programs and is a 
well known tube collector and histor- 
lan. VE3HC is also well known for his 
amateur radio activities in Canada 
where he has appeared on Convention 
and Hamfest programs telling about 
historical radio. 


WESTERN NEW YORK RADIO MANUFACT-— 
WRERS TO BE FEATURED IN MUSEUM 

A new display for the current year in 
the AWA Museum will be equipment made 
by local manufacturers. Prominent, of 
course, will be Stromberg-Carlson made 
in Rochester. The bulk of the exhibit, 
however, will be provided by Ken Con- 
rad with receivers made in Buffalo such 
as Federal,King and Branston. One of the 
Branston sets is a super-het using 199 
tubes -~- a beauty : Ken tells us King 
Radio Co. originally made sewing mach- 
ines and later radios (1925), The com- 
pany was finally absorbed by Colonial. 


PHONOGRAPH "BUFFS" 
The Jan. '77 issue of HIGH FIDELITY maga- 
zine is a must. Series of excellent art- 
icles on phonograph development plus doz- 
ens of sharp photographs. (Joe Garcia) 


GETTING THE MESSAGE OUT, continued from p. 10 


Likewise, the early amateur would frequently 
operate on a wavelength very close to a com- 
mercial station and it was not uncommon for the 
two to communicate with one another (and in- 
terfere!). This sentimental tie is recalled when 
the visitor views early equipment such as a mag- 
netic detector or a 10-inch spark coil in opera- 
tion or possibly the 1/4-ton capacitor from old 
NAA. Apparatus from the historic German sta- 
tions at Tuckerton and Sayville or the early Mar- 
coni installations at New Brunswick, Marion and 
South Wellfleet occupies a space by itself. 

For demonstrating purposes, W2QY, the club’s 
craftsman, spends his evenings restoring or mak- 
ing equipment that can no longer be purchased 
since the days of the E.I. and Duck catalogues. 
Because of his efforts we have perfect working 


EPILOGUE 


models of coherers, magnetic and electrolytic de- 
tectors and other pieces of equipment of a for- © 
gotten era. Many of the museum items, as re- 
ceived, require replacement of missing parts as 
well as a general cleaning. Even some of the early 
crystal sets and one-tube receivers are mounted 
in mahogany cabinets with panels covered with 
a multitude of knobs and binding posts. 

The club has in its organization many old 
timers who can assist the layman interested in 
seeking information of the past. This group in- 
cludes W1SS, W2AE, W2AXR, W2BB, W2CTA, 
W2LF, W2LK, W2PZH, W2ZI, W3YA, W4ZM, 
W6ELW, W8JDV, W9EWH and G2MI. If your club 
is planning an “Old Timer’s Nite,” call on an AWA 
member; he will be glad to assist. 


vv 


Our three founders have all passed on, Linc 
Cundall in February, 1985, George Batterson in 
September, 1993, and Bruce Kelley in Novem- 
ber, 1997. Reprinted below are their notices and 
farewells, taken from the pages of The OTB. 


44 
LINCOLN A. CUNDALL 


From The June, 1985 Issue 

On February 23, 1985, Lincoln Cundall, 85, 
became a “Silent Key.” In apparent good health, 
Linc had considerable discomfort the night of 
February 22nd. Thinking that it was indigestion 
he did not tell Helen. Early on the 23rd Helen 
called the doctor who ordered an ambulance to 
take him to the hospital. While still in emer- 
gency he had a massive heart attack. 

In 1952 Linc, George Batterson and Bruce 
Kelley founded the Antique Wireless Association. 
Until 1983 he was treasurer, at the same time 
handling the membership records. For the past 
two years he had been comptroller. 

Linc’s personal attributes were many. He was 
a mild-mannered man, with a delightful sense of 
humor. He was friendly toward everyone. In AWA 
affairs his interest in people was exemplified by 
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the personal notes he added to renewal notices 
and in his correspondence. His advice and coun- 
sel were always constructive and of great value. 


Linc Cundall with DeForest RJ-9 audion control 
panel (1974). 
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Linc’s reconstructed first transmitter. 


His stewardship of AWA funds was remarkable. 

After graduating from Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute in electrical and mechanical engineer- 
ing Linc worked for the Harding Radio Company, 
the Harding Construction Company, and the 
Consolidated Packaging Company. From 1937 
until his retirement he worked for Eastman 
Kodak Company as a machine design engineer. 
After retirement he served as a volunteer, re- 
pairing equipment at the Rochester Science Mu- 
seum in addition to his responsibilities with 
AWA, his Masonic interests, and others. 

In the early days Linc assisted Kelley in es- 
tablishing the original radio museum in Kelley's 
barn. Then he was instrumental in helping open 
our Museum in the Academy Building in 1975. 
Subsequently he was a key person on planning 
and working with the contractor for erection of 
our storage building. 

As an historian, Linc went with Kelley on 
many trips to historical radio sites. He applied 
his engineering and mechanical skills to the 
restoration and replication of radio equipment. 
His replica of the United Wireless Tuner, which 
is on display at the Museum, is a classic. 

First licensed as a radio amateur in 1916 with 
call 8ADI, his call became W2QY and more re- 
cently W2LC. Linc was active in the Rochester 
Amateur Radio Club and was a founder of the 
VHF Club. Frequently he served as net control for 
the AWA CW nets and was very active in the Old 
Timer’s Contest. Linc’s cheerful participation in 
AWA activities will be greatly missed. However, 
his contributions to radio and his personal rela- 
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tionships will live in our memories 
for years. 
— Charles Brelsford 


LINC’S LAST ENDEAVOR 
BY JAMES R. HICKS 
From the December, 1985 Issue 

Lincoln Cundall, W2LC, was noted 
for his excellent craftsmanship. His 
accomplishments ranged from mak- 
ing working model steam engines to 
early wireless equipment. 

His prize-winning 1910 U.W.T. 
Type “D” tuner is an example. His 
last challenge was to re-construct 
his first transmitter: a simple spark transmitter 
made in 1913. It was made last year and demon- 
strated at the 1984 Conference. It is the ulti- 
mate in simplicity: a Ford spark coil with gap 
mounted on top. A homemade inductance is at 
left with a glass photographic plate (box) con- 
denser in center. A simple homemade strap key 
is at right The set was powered by (4) No. 6 dry 
cells. 

Using a modern power supply (the 70 year old 
batteries were defunct), Linc sent a short mes- 
sage to a fellow ham at a 1/2-mile distance. The 
buzzing sound could be heard anywhere below 
the broadcast band. At this late date, it is 
doubtful the FCC will take action on this illegal 
operation! Linc was first licensed in 1916 and 
held the calls 10Q and 8ADI. 


GEORGE G. BATTERSON 


From the February, 1994 Issue, Silent Keys 

George G. Batterson, W2GB, 95, AWA’s found- 
ing president, is now a Silent Key. The term 
“Silent Key” is most appropriate, for George was 
an active radio amateur for over 80 years. Read- 
ing of the Titanic disaster, he and his brother 
built an amateur station in the fall of 1912. 
Originally licensed as 8TC, he was issued the call 
W2GB after WWII. Batterson and Lincoln Cundall 
(another pre-WWI amateur) formed AWA with 
Bruce Kelley in 1952. George was active on 40 
CW until his death in September.—BK 
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BRUCE L. KELLEY 


THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE — 
THE BRUCE KELLEY LEGACY 
From the February, 1998 Issue, which commem- 
orated the passing of Bruce Kelley. 

By vocation he was an engineer for Eastman 
Kodak, but his lifelong avocation was radio. 
From his teenage years as a radio amateur work- 
ing with primitive home-made equipment and 
compiling an enviable DX record, to his forays 
into the exotic world of museums, where he be- 
came recognized as a world expert, his sole and 
overriding interest was radio, and as the years 
passed, an overwhelming dedication to the his- 
tory of the subject. Bruce Kelley's mission be- 
came one of researching and protecting the his- 
tory of one of the wonders of the ages, wireless 
communication and its remarkable offspring, 
radio. 

He coupled this interest with his unique per- 
sonal attributes. He was tall and muscular, with 
a craggy appearance and a booming voice which 
gave him a commanding presence. When he dis- 
covered his interest in early radio, its artifacts 
and the stories of the people who made it hap- 
pen, were shared by friends George Batterson, 
W2GB, and Linc Cundall, W2LC, it seemed almost 
a natural progression of events that they would 


fd : : 
Bruce making a presentation at the 1990 
conference. 
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Giving a talk on valuing early equipment at 1975 
spring meet. 


establish a small museum and found a club ded- 
icated to the subject. 

The demand among local radio amateurs for 
his presentations led to the development of an 
outreach program combining film, slides, audio, 
and the spoken word. He was a natural public 
speaker, and as the years passed and the inter- 
est in the subject of “old radio” became more 
and more widespread, his programs reached 
more and more people. There seemed to be no 
end to this growing interest. 

The growth of the club and the associated 
museum did not happen without continuing 
help and involvement from many people. Bruce 
was the first to recognize that fact, and he was 
continuously lavish with his praise of his “vol- 
unteers.” He was able to impart his infectious 
enthusiasm to others, and many of us can recall 
our own experiences when we first met and be- 
came involved this remarkable man and the 
AWA. Included in this group were young people, 
who remained with him through the years as 
loyal assistants, and eventually became AWA of- 
ficers and leaders in their own right. 

He imparted a unique dignity to the word 
“historian,” and while the artifacts of the sub- 
ject’s early development found their way into an 
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ever-growing museum, he continued to 
search for the history, and in the 
process, formed friendships with many of 
the pioneers from the early days. Bruce 
was aware of the urgency of his mission, 
for so much of what he uncovered had 
never been documented for the public 
record and was being lost irretrievably 
almost on a daily basis. 

Bruce Kelley’s legacy to us is the An- 
tique Wireless Association, a world-wide 
organization of 4100* members, a mu- 
seum which numbers in its collections ar- 
tifacts which can be found nowhere else, 
and an awareness that the history of 
wireless and radio communication should 
be preserved for future generations. It started 
with an idea and a carriage house, and whether 
someone else would have done it had he not 
been there is problematic. Fortunately for us he 
was there, and while none of us is Bruce Kelley, 
it is the task of the officers and board of direc- 
tors and the members of the AWA to assure, in 
our own way, that this grand volunteer organi- 
zation will survive and prosper. 

—William B. Fizette, W2DGB 
*Current figure is about 3500 


...L suppose my fondest memories were of 
visits to his radio shack, in a back room on the 
second floor of the big home at 59 Main Street 
in Bloomfield, NY. This was a wonderful place to 
spend an hour or so during a cold and snowy af- 
ternoon as radio meets were on the slack side. 
The room held several amateur transmitters, a 
very busy office area, a large library loaded with 
books and manuals from the floor to ceiling, his 
prize collection of early dance music records, 
tons of favorite photographs, piles of material 
for “the next OTB,” several slide projectors, files 
of letters by the hundreds and a couple of extra 
chairs for visitors! 

“Here, you must read this.” “Hey, take a look 
at this!” “Take this home, you can send it back 
later.” Over the years we had dozens of discus- 
sions about the AWA and what the future might 
hold... 
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—Lauren Peckham 


FIFTY YEARS OF AWA 


vn 


With Elliot Sivovich of The Smithsonian Institution 
(left) and Robert Morris, W2LV, at 1987 conference. 


...In 1974 the Town of Bloomfield purchased 
the Academy Building and the AWA rented part 
of it for our museum. The building had to be re- 
modeled inside. Bruce gathered a group of us to- 
gether and we did the job. About ten years later 
we outgrew that museum and Bruce arranged 
with the Bloomfield American Legion to build an 
“Annex” on their land. Last year that annex was 
expanded and I helped Bruce get it built and 
move the Lou Moreau key collection into it. 

Knowing Bruce was always exciting and fun. 
He always had a deal going or a collection to be 
picked up or some research to be done for some 
fellow writing a book or producing a show. AWA 
will miss him, and so will I. But as he always 
said, “Life goes on.” 

God Bless You Bruce! 

—Dexter Deeley, N2XYS 


...Bruce was a student of the theater and of 
people. His cheery booming voice could snap a 
noisy gathering to attention. He had an un- 
common ability to understand people, sensing 
their interests without effort, giving his con- 
versations an uncontrived warmth. Bruce cared 
about people. 

Long ago he learned to respect inventors, en- 
gineers and performers for what they have given 
society. Back in 1952 Bruce had the vision to 
found the Antique Wireless Association to pre- 
serve and honor the record of these heroes. 
What's more, Bruce had the friends, the persua- 
siveness, the organizational skills and the en- 
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ergy to build AWA into the number one institu- 
tion of its kind. Bruce Kelley has truly earned a 
place in AWA’s Pantheon. 
73 OM. You have enriched our lives. 
—Bob Merriam, W1NTE 


. .. Bruce Kelley, tireless, devoted, success- 


ful, loved, admired and leaving a legacy. Every- 

one who knew him is better off for doing so. 

Could anyone want more? So now Bruce, Linc — 

and George are together again. Do you suppose 
they have found a barn yet? 

—Ed Gable K2MP/W2AN 

Curator, AWA Museum 


RADIO PIONEERS AND THE AWA 


Over the years it has been the good fortune of 
the AWA to be associated with pioneers of early 
radio, many of whom were AWA members and 
supportive of the organization. In the same OTB, 
Feb. 1998, the passing of Robert M. Morris, 
W2LV, a broadcast pioneer with a long and dis- 
tinguished career, and Gertrude Tyne, a noted 
writer and vacuum-tube historian, were noted. 


ROBERT MORRIS 


Robert M. Morris, W2LV, died on October 15, 
1997 at age 95. The inventor, researcher and 
broadcast engineering pioneer was an active 
member of AWA from its founding. Morris aided in 
the preservation of communication history by ar- 
ranging field trips to interview many of the radio 
pioneers with whom he was acquainted. Lauren 
Peckham, former AWA President, recalled him tak- 
ing Bruce Kelley, Linc Cundall and others to talk 
about the early days with such legends as Paul 
Godley, Harry Houck, Ed Raser and Jerry Tyne. 

William B. Fizette, W2DGB, AWA President, 
noted Morris’ longstanding desire to preserve the 
presentations made at the annual conferences. 
As a result he founded The AWA Review and was 
the Editor for its first three editions. In addition, 
Morris contributed articles to the Review and The 
Old Timer’s Bulletin, and participated in the an- 
nual conferences by giving a paper or introducing 
an important early wireless operator. 

Morris played a role in the formative years of 
the Association and could always be counted on 
for his wise counsel, constructive suggestions 
and support. He served on AWA’s Advisory Board 
where these talents, combined with his knowl- 
edge of every phase of the broadcast industry 
and personal relationships with industry leaders 
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made him an invaluable contributor. For many 
years Morris chaired the Houck Award Committee 
and was an avid competitor in the Old Time 
Transmitting Contests. 

Morris was first licensed in 
1922 as 2CQZ with subsequent 
calls of 2LV and W2LV. His 
station, 2CQZ (Elizabeth, NJ), 
using a Hartley circuit and a 
6-wire, 40' long, “T” antenna, 
was heard in Great Britain and 
Europe during ARRL’s Third 
Transatlantic Tests in Decem- 
ber 1922. Fizette said he was 
a superlative radio operator and an active DXer 
who held one of the highest scores in ARRL his- 
tory. He was a founding member of the New Jer- 
sey DX Association and a Life Member of the 
ARRL and the Sussex County Amateur Radio Club. 

—Charles S. Griffen 


GERTRUDE TYNE 


Gertrude H. Tyne died on October 30, 1997 at 
the age of 95. A pioneer in engineering, she 
owned and operated an electroplating plant in 
New York City during the 1940s and was the first 
woman to be admitted as a member of the Amer- 
ican Institute of Electrical Engineers. Tyne’s ex- 
tensive background and networking in commu- 
nications, engineering and early radio led Ken 
Burns to feature her in his PBS documentary, 
The Empire of the Air. She collaborated with her 
husband, Gerald F. J. Tyne, in the writing of his 
definitive work Saga of the Vacuum Tube and 
other historical projects. The world’s leading au- 
thority on vacuum tubes, he died in 1981. 

—Charles S. Griffen 


FIFTY YEARS OF AWA 


OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF 
: THE ANTIQUE WIRELESS 
ASSOCIATION, INC. 


Published for the collector, 
historian and old-time 


THE OLD TIMER’S BULLETIN MAY 2002 VOL, 43 / #2 detec 


— J OLD TIMER’S wah 
~ BK Be 


Opwicta Jerimat, Antrasie iemume Ammocra rion! fk 
Phtiahoah thr the (6d Time Wireline Shpersiton, Heatortam wad Caltactoy = 


BSA 


L a xO. 14 


WELL FELLOWS, THERE APPEARS TO SE ENOUGH 
INTEREST TO TYPH THIS GREET - 30 HERG GOES. 
FIRST OF ALL, WE'NE GOING TO FIND OUT WHAT 
YCO'RE INTERESTED IN, OPF HAND, TT APPEARS 
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SPECIALIZE, SUCH AS 

MENT, OR W3WHE WHO CONCENTR. 

WHEAEAS OTHERS HAVE NO INT: % 

ING BUT JUST WANT TO KEEP IN CONTACT WITH 
THE PAST. 

IN THE PUTURS WE'LL ENDEAVOR TO CLASSIFY 
VARIOUS INTERESTS BY CALL LETTERS. aT PHES- 
ENT I'M TAXING THE LIBERTY OF USING ONLY POR- 
TIONS OF THE INFO RECEIVED IN BACH LETTER 
FROM YOU....S5AVING THE REM? POR LATER BULL- 
ETINS. WESDLESS TO SAY, DOZENS OF LETTERS 
WERE RECEIVED MAKING IT ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE 
ANSWER THER ALL,,,TNX A LOT... 

73, W2Ies 
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AWA PUBLICATIONS 


The AWA founders were aware of the neces- 
sity of archiving the work of the Association. 
Once the museum was functional and the word 
began to spread, the demand for a bulletin to keep 
members abreast of Association and museum ac- 
tivities grew, and Bruce Kelley took the plunge. 

At this writing The OTB is 42 years old, hav- 
ing been started several years after the founding of 
the AWA. Bruce Kelley remained the editor until 
1988, when the publication was turned over to the 
team of Bill Fizette and Ludwell Sibley. Bruce was 
given the title of Editor Emeri- 
tus. In 1989 Ludwell Sibley be- 
came the editor, and continued 
in that post until August 1994, 
when Bruce Roloson, with the 
help of Al Green, took over and 
held the job until November 
1995. At that time AWA 
member Marc Ellis was retained 
by the AWA to take over the 
position. 

The firsts AWA Review was 
published in 1985, with Robert 
Morris and William Fizette as 
the editors. A new Review has 
been published almost every 
year since then. Each book is a 
compendium of significant pa- 
pers which explore the history of 
wireless and radio. The publica- 
tion has proven to be very popu- 
lar, and Volume 15 is currently 
being printed. Over the years, 
the editors have been Robert 
Morris, William Fizette, Lud- 
well Sibley, and Thomas Per- 
era, who is the present editor. 
The most prominent issue was 
Volume 12 (1999). Featuring 
Atwater Kent Radios, it was 
written by Ralph Williams, now 
a Silent Key, who was the world 
authority on the subject. 

With the advent of comput- 


ers and new media technology, 
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Cover of the first AWA Review (Volume 1, 1986). Actual size: 
5-1/2" x 8-1/2". 


the AWA publishing effort has moved into com- 
pact disks. So far all issues of The OTB through 
November, 1996 are available on CD, as are 
AWA Review issues through Volume 10. In- 
cluded on the disks is a search tool based on Lud- 
well Sibley’s OTB/Review index. Other subjects 
are also being considered. Purchase information 
on these items will be found on the “Museum 

Store” page of your current copy of The OTB. 
Interesting insights into AWA’s earliest pub- 
continued on page 27> 
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PRINTED FOR THE OLD TIME RADIO AMATUUR AND HISTORIAN 
‘Ve 1 _ W2ICE ~ EDITOR HQ 1 


_ WELL FFLLOWS, THERE APPEARS TO BE ENOUOH TYTEREST. 70 . 
(TYPE THIS SHEET.» SO.HERE GOFS, FIRST OF ALL, WE'RE ‘GOING 
“TO FIND OUT WHAT YOU'RE INTERESTED IN. OFF HAND, :If APPEARS 
“THE MAJORITY OF YOU ARE OLD TIMERS WITH A CASUAL INTEREST’ 
IN COLLECTING AND PRESERVING OLD PIECES OF WIRELESS GEAR," 
SOME OF YOU SPECIALIZE SUCH AS WBJDV WITH GREBE EQUIPMENT 
OR WSWRE WHO CONCENTRATES ON KEYS - WHEREAS OTHERS HAVE ‘NO 
- INTEREST IN COLLECTING BUT JUST WANT TO KEEP IN CONTACT 
WITH THE PAST, 
‘IN THE FOTURE WE'LL ENDEAVOR TO CLASSIFY VARTOUS. INTERe 
RESTS BY CALL LETTERS, AT PRESENT I‘AM TAKING THE LIBERTY 
OF USIHO ONLY: PORTIONS OF THE INFO-RECEIVED IN FACH LETTER 
‘FROM YOU..,.SAVIRG THE REST FOR. LATER BULLETING: .WEFDLESS 
TO SAY; SE Rae ese ach 2 a ate ae 
IMPOSSIBLE ‘TO: ANSWER :THEM ALL... .TNX ALOT.» 
. * 93,5. W2ICk 


TH_OENERAL, 
CELEBRATED ITS SOrH ASLO RET 


THE RADIO GLUIB_OF -AVERICA 
DEC.4, 1959 HAVIRO :BEEN FOUNDED IN 1909 = SO. REPORTS :ITS ° 
PRESIDENT W2PER. ce, 

HOW MANY OF. YOU READ THE PASSING OP _JACK BINNS. of DECY9 
(75 YRS.) 777?7:ALL OLD. TIMERS - BOTH AMATEUR AND COMMERCIAL 
ALIKE HAVE HEARD OF JACK AWD THE WHITE STAR LIWER "REPUBLIC". 
JACK WAS THE WIRELESS OPERATOR WHO STAYED AT HIS POST?AND — 
SENE OUT "CQD", THE 1909 VERSION OF PRESENT "80S", -THE:RE~ 
SULT © 1600 PERSONS WERE SAVED AND THE VALUE OF WIRELESS 
‘REACHED AN AULeTIME HIGH. IN LATER YEARS JACK BECAME RADIO 
“EDITOR FOR THE NEW: YORK TRIBUNE. IN 192) HE JOINED) THE, 

 HAZELTINE CORP. .AND EVFNTUALLY: BECAME PRESIUENT:- 


IF IN THE BOSTON AREA, STOP IN AMD SEE FRED PRAAHD AT 
NORWOOD, MASS.“ FRED HAS AN UNIQUE COLLECTION OF ELECTRICAL 
ODDITIES OTHER THAN RADIOS SUCH AS EARLY. TELEPHONES 5 MEDo 
ICAL MACHINES, -EARLY BULBS, ETC,, | 


REMEMBER. THE. ®R  ~ THE PRODUCT OF TWO FELLOWS 
BY THE NAMES OF BENSO WOOD ?? WELL, LOOK UP IN YOUR | 


“(Continued on pape 2.) 


Front page of the first issue of The Old Timer’s Bulletin. Actual size: 5 1/2" x 8 1/2". This issue was 
later reprinted with the first version of the famous antenna-and-towers logo. 
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VALUATION LIST 


Condition: AVERAGE GOOD 
Valuation: Minimum Maximum Minimum Maximum 


List of typical radio values from The Old Timer’s Bulletin Volume 2, No. 3 (Mid-year issue, 1961). 


26 


a RS 
Re 
Bie 
he 
aie 
6. 
Te 
8, 
9. 
10. 
a1. 
i2. 


* 


2 


28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 


34. 
35. 


38, 
39. 


ko, 
43, 


47, 
hg 
9. 
50. 
51. 


55. 
56. 


58. 
59- 


og 
- 
64, 


Paragon RA-10 Receiver 

IP-76 Receiver 

Grebe CR-3 Receiver 

Westinghouse e *R*® series receiver 

National SW-3 with two set of coils (receiver 
IP-501 (SE~1420) receiver 

IP-500 (SE-143) receiver 

IP-501A receiver 

Marconi Type 101 receiver 

Marconi Type 106 receiver 

Marconi Type 107-A receiver 

Marconi Multiple Tuner 

Type *D" tuner. 

Marconi 10 inch Spark Coil (transmitter) 
Freshman Masterpiece (5 tube battery receiver) 
Grebe Synchrophase (battery receiver - broadcast 
Fada Model "160" (battery broadcast receiver) 
Atwater Kent Mod. 10 (breadboard battery receiver) 
Magnavox Horn Speaker (early external field type) 
Boston Ke 

Bunnell *Sideswiper® 

Homemade 2 tube receiver of the 1920's 
Chamber's Rotary Gap ~ (without motor) 

Benwood Rotary Gap (without motor 

Fix gap on marble or slate base. 

Thord. 1000 watt Spark Transformer. 

Blitzen (Clapp-Fastham) 250 watt spark transformer. 
Murdock "mud" spark condenser (.0017 mf'd, 
Murdock loose coupler 

Omnigraph - 5 disc type. 

1000 turn Honeycomb coil in mount. 


DeForest “H™ tube (transmitting) 
VT-1 receiving tube 


Meyers Audion 
UV-202 "5 watter'" 


1920 Qst 

192 T 

1930 QsTt 

1916 Wireless Age (Magazine) 
1921 Radio News 


1921 Government Call Book 
1930 Government Call Book 
let Edition of A.R.R.L. Handbook 


Marconi Yearbook - 1914 
"History of Radio to 1927" by Gleason Archer 
"Practical Wireless" ~ Bucher 


COLUMN "A" MINIMUM VALUE 
~ - don't sell for any less. 
-- a good "buy" at this price. 


COLUMN "BM 


$5.50 
$12.60 
$4.40 
6.50 
4.50 
$12.60 
$11.00 
12.00 
13.00 
$11.50 
$14.00 
28.00 
14.60 
$13.30 
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37.00 
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1 00 
13.00 
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23.00 
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29.00 
35.00 
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41.00 
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10.00 
20.00 

9.60 
13.00 

6.20 
17.50 
19.00 
22.00 
27.00 
23.00 
26.00 


23.50 
65.00 
24.00 
22,00 
17.20 
45,00 
43.00 

7.00 
56.00 
45.00 
52.00 
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MAXIMUM VALUE 


- - top selling price. 
- - top purchasing price. 
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18.00 
13.00 
21,50 
10.50 
-50 
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AWA PUBLICATIONS, continued from p. 24 


lishing efforts are found in. Volume 1 of The 
AWA Review and in early issues of The Old 
Timer’s Bulletin. This material is reproduced for 
you below. 

From The Founding and Development of 
The Antique Wireless Association and its 
Museum by Charles Brelsford, K2WW: 
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In January, 1960 the first issue of The Old 
Timer’s Bulletin was published. Bruce Kelley was, 
and still is, the editor. The publication started 
as a monthly which was sent to all known ama- 
teur radio historians. The first issue, Vol. 1 #1 
(not an official AWA publication), was two 
sheets of dittoed typewritten material. Vol. 1 #2 
was issued in February, 1960 and Vol. 1 #3 in 
April, 1960. Favorable reception of the Bulletin 
resulted in its becoming the official journal of 
the AWA, to be published quarterly. Vol. 1 #4 in 
October, 1960, was an eight-page 5-1/2" x 
8-1/2" printed booklet. In contrast, Vol. 26 #4 
in March, 1986 had 44 pages and was sent to 
over 2,800 members worldwide. The Old Timer’s 
Bulletin, after 26 years of publication, continues 
to be the outstanding source of information for. 
the radio historian and collector. Prominent 
historians have assisted in editing specific col- 
umns: i.e., vacuum tubes, keys, loudspeakers, 
and communication receivers. The Bulletin, of 
course, also serves to inform members -about 
AWA activities such as the national Conference 
and various special meets around the country. 
Many reviews have been published about fa- 
mous people in the radio field, as well as arti- 
cles about radio companies of historical note 
and their products. 

The mechanics of publishing and mailing the 
Bulletin are significant. After the Editor has pre- 
pared the material it has to be made camera- 
ready for the printer. (In the early days, Bruce 
had the help of Larry Triggs, an advertising ex- 
ecutive, now deceased.) When the paste-up is 
ready, Don Ray, the printer, prints, collates and 
staples the bulletins. Then Dick Fish alerts ten 
retiree members who prepare and mail them to 
the members. 
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The AWA has published and assisted in the 
publication of many historical records, as for in- 
stance, the assistance given in the publication 
of Gerald Tyne’s Saga of the Vacuum Tube. Also, 
eight monographs about the history of wireless 
have been published by the organization. 

Equally important are the slide-tape shows pre- 
pared and used by the AWA to provide programs 
for various meetings around the country. As men- 
tioned previausly, Kelley started these shows in 
1952. He used his photographic skills to take pic- 
tures of collection artifacts, special events, peo- 
ple and historic places. These slide shows, with 
taped sound, usually running 45 to 60 minutes, 
tell stories in an interesting way. Biographical 
shows about Marconi, Pickerell, Armstrong and 
others have been prepared. Several shows tell of 
early amateur radio operation, such as significant 
DX achievements, and amateur radio clubs, 
through. the American Radio Relay League, have 
used many of these shows at their meetings. 

In addition, Al Crum, the official AWA pho- 
tographer, made sets of prints and a slide show 
depicting the artifacts on display in the Mu- 
seum. Members bought one hundred sets of the 
slide show and used them for meeting programs. 

As a result of the endeavors of Kelley and 
Crum, the media began to give the AWA public- 
ity. Magazines and newspapers have printed ar- 
ticles, and TV stations have featured the Mu- 
seum on special showings. 


Text of the greeting to the membership from 
the first page of The Old Timer’s Bulletin Vol- 
ume 1, No. 1 (January, 1960): 


Well Fellows, there appears to be enough in- 
terest to type this sheet—so here goes. First of 
all, we’re going to find out what you're interested 
in. Offhand it appears the majority of you are old 
timers with a casual interest in collecting and 
preserving old pieces of wireless gear. Some of 
you specialize, such as W8JDV with Grebe equip- 
ment, or W3WRE who concentrates on keys— 
whereas others have no interest in collecting but 
just want to keep in contact with the past. 

In the future we'll endeavor to classify various 
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interests by call letters. At present I’m taking 
the liberty of using only portions of the info re- 
ceived in each letter from you....saving the rest 
for tater bulletins. Needless to say, dozens of 
letters were received making it almost impossi- 
ble to answer them all...tnx a lot...73, W2ICE 


From The Old Timer’s Bulletin Volume 1, No. 2 
(February, 1960): 


COLLECTING ANTIQUE BROADCAST 
RECEIVERS, by W2ICE 


The collecting and restoring of early com- 
mercial made broadcast sets is a relatively easy 
and inexpensive field for the newcomer inter- 
ested in starting a collection. Unlike amateur 
and commercial gear which has’a historical span 
of over 40 years, historical broadcast equipment 
is confined within a period of only 10 years — 
1921 until about 1931. However, within this 
short period of time, tens of thousands of re- 
ceivers were made and with a little patience 
one can build up a nice collection by scroung- 
ing through attics and second hand stores. 

Broadcast sets are in 3 historical groups: 

Antique—1921 thru 1923. These are the 
first receivers offered to the public when broad- 
casting was in its infancy—the amateur was 
still operating around 200 meters and in many 
incidents [sic] was the local broadcaster! A 
well-rounded historical collection should in- 
clude at least one receiver made by Westing- 
house, General Electric and Wireless Specialty 
for RCA under RCA patents. These receivers were 
manufactured before RCA started to make their 
own products. You will find the one most diffi- 
cult to obtain will be one manufactured by Wire- 
less Specialty Apparatus Co. for RCA. (A tip—it 
might be a crystal set in a metal box!). 

The easiest to find toward the end of this era 
will be, of course, RCA’s own product — the Ra- 
diola III or III-A using WD-II tubes. Another 
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well known receiver about this time that the 
collector should have is one of the several mod- 
els of the Atwater Kent breadboard sets using 
UV-201s or the Westinghouse Detector and 2 
step job in the “R” series. 

Vintage—1923 thru 1927. This is the pe- 
riod between early broadcasting and the AC re- 
ceiver. It would be impossible to cover the 
dozens of manufacturers of this era. Suffice to 
say, the author feels that the collectors should 
try and find a few of the notables such as the 
Fada “One-sixty” or a Stromberg-Carlson Neu- 
trodyne, an early Crosley, a Freshman “Master- 
piece” or a Grebe “Syncrophase,” and last but 
not least, one of the famous RCA superhets 
using the catacomb and UV-199 tubes. 

Classic —1927 thru 1931. This represents 
the end of a great era. Several manufacturers 
made huge semi-custom built receivers such as 
Scott, Silver-Marshall, Remler, etc., all of which 
were ultimately replaced by mass production re- 
ceivers without individuality! 

Thru these ten years of course, there were 
“gems” which never should be overlooked, if 
they can be found! These include the Federal, 
Zenith, Kennedy, Leutz, Norden-Hauck, etc. 
With the exception of the last few, most of the 
receivers mentioned in this article are not worth 
over $5.00, in fact, a dollar or two would be 
considered a reasonable figure. 
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The Old Timer’s Bulletin continues as an 
excellent quarterly publication for the old-radio 
enthusiast. The August 2002 issue of 78 pages 
included separate sections for the AWA Inc. (the 
founding club) and the AWA Museum, five fea- 
ture articles, and information on the upcoming 
Conference. The individual columnists are con- 
sidered vital to the success of the Bulletin, and in 
the August issue there were 13 represented on a 
wide variety of topics. Finally, the Bulletin prints 
in each issue contact information, letters, busi- 
ness card ads, and a number of other pages of 
staff-generated material. 
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The AWA Awards 
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THE ANNUAL CONFERENCES 


From “The Founding and Development of the An- 
tique Wireless Association and its Museum” (The 
AWA Review, Volume 1): 
44 

Of particular significance have been the AWA 
Annual Conferences. The first such meeting oc- 
curred in 1963 at Holcomb, New York, with at- 
tenders from fifteen different states. The program 
started Friday evening with a movie on the Tuck- 
erton, Sayville, New Brunswick and Marion long- 
wave stations. On Saturday afternoon recognized 
leaders in the radio field gave talks. In the 
evening the attenders gathered at the Holloway 
House for dinner and a talk by Lloyd Espenschied, 
a charter member of the I.R.E. Each year since 
1963, Conferences have been held as follows: 
1964 New England Wireless Museum, East 
Greenwich, RI 
Gray History of Wireless Museum, Mason, OH 
The Franklin Institute, Philadelphia, PA 
The Ford Museum, Dearborn, MI 
The Smithsonian Institution, Washing- 
ton,. D.C. 
New England Wireless Museum, East 
Greenwich, RI 
The Sheraton Inn, Canandaigua, NY 
The Sheraton Inn, Canandaigua, NY 
The Smithsonian Institution, Washing- 
ton, D.C. 


1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 


1969 


1970 


1971 
1972 


meeting. 
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The big event in AWA activities is the Annual Confer- 
ence, held each fall. Historical papers and demonstra- 
tions in addition to a large flea market, auctions and 
equipment contests make up the three-day program. 
This is a scene from the closing banquet at the 1980 


1973 
1974 
1975 


The Sheraton Inn, Canandaigua, NY - 
The Sheraton Inn, Canandaigua, NY 

The Sheraton Inn, Canandaigua, NY 
1976 The Sheraton Inn, Canandaigua, NY 
1977 The Ford Museum, Dearborn, MI 
1978-1985 The Sheraton Inn, Canandaigua, NY 

The scope of the Annual Conference has in- 
creased greatly over the years. The program for 
the 1985 Conference extended from Wednesday 
evening through to the banquet on Saturday 
night. There were eight talks, a “Show and Tell” 
session, an “Amateur Radio Seminar”, a commu- 
nication receiver auction, a vacuum tube auc- 
tion, and the big general auction of old radio 
equipment. In addition there was an outstand- 
ing old-equipment contest and display, an 
open-house at the Museum and Annex, and a 
flea market, probably the largest antique radio 
market in the country. Attendance at the Con- 
ference has also increased, with over eight hun- 
dred attending in 1985, including members from 
Europe, Africa, Asia and Australasia... 

...In addition to its Annual Conferences, the. 
AWA has promoted and assisted in meetings of 
historians and amateurs throughout the coun- 
try. Many members unable to come to 
Canandaigua have held meetings, usually one- 
day events, in diverse parts of the country. 
Meets have been held in New England, the Car- 
olinas, Texas, Indiana, California (north and 
south), Minnesota, and western New York. At 
many amateur hamfests the AWA has 
maintained a special display, as has been 
done at the Rochester Hamfest since 1952. 
For years there has been a booth at the 
hamfests in St. Petersburg, Florida, and 
Gaithersburg, Maryland. 

For many years members from overseas 
have attended the Annual Conference. 
Consequently, in 1984, an international 
conference was held in England under the 
auspices of the British Vintage Wireless 
Society. Attendance included members 
from the Continent as well as from the 
United States. 

vv 
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The conferences from. 1986 through 1989 were 
again held at Canandaigua, but due to continued 
growth and need for more space, the 1990 Con- 
ference was moved to the Rochester Marriott: 
Thruway in Henrietta, NY, near Rochester, 
where it remains. In 2001, the hotel was donated 
to the Rochester Institute of Technology as an 
Inn and Conference Center, and the 2002 con- 
ference was again held there. 


THE CONFERENCE AS A PART OF 
THE ASSOCIATION 


The objectives of the Antique Wireless Associa- 
tion are to promote research and documentation of 
the history of radio and wireless technology, and to 
preserve and restore the artifacts of this history. To 
this end we publish some 500 pages of material each 
year, we have an active amateur radio group, we 
have a world-famous museum with an active out- 
reach program, we sponsor regional meets, and we 
have the Annual Conference of members. At the 
conference we provide a meeting place, near the 
Museum, to allow AWA members to come to- 
gether for several days of shared experiences with 
our common interest. We sponsor a full slate of 
programs for the members, including several auc- 
tions, numerous talks by active and prominent 
radio historians, round tables, awards banquets, 
trips to the museum, an old-equipment contest, 
and the famous flea market. 

The members’ Conference is not considered 
by, nor is it promoted by, the AWA as a hamfest- 
type old-radio sales outlet or “swapfest.” The flea 


THE AWA AWARDS 


Recognition of achievement and service to the 
AWA has always been a hallmark of the organi- 
zation. There are two general classes of awards, 
the AWA recognition awards, and the contest 
awards. Occasionally the Board of Directors may 
see fit to award a special recognition to someone 
who has done outstanding and significant work of 
long duration to the AWA. Following are de- 
scriptions of the major awards as they appeared in 
the May, 2002 issue of The OTB, as well as lists 
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AWA members mix with enthusiasts from the 
Continent at a London garden party held in con- 
nection with the 1984 International Conference 
sponsored by the British Vintage Wireless Soci- 
ety. (Cover Illustration: The OTB for September, 
1984) 


market was started as a convenience to the mem- 
bers and it remains as such. Overall, the Annual 
Conference is a wonderful opportunity for meet- 
ing people with common interests, and it does pro- 
vide a venue for members to find material and 
collectibles to work with. The organization format 
which has emerged is unique, is tried and proven, 
and is widely accepted by the members. 


of all recipients through the 2002 Conference. 
44 


The Recognition Awards 
The AWA Houck Award for Documentation 
goes to an AWA member who has written several 
Original articles on radio development or history 
in The OTB, AWA Review, or other publication. 
(This can include a book on a related subject.) 
The AWA Houck Award for Preservation is for 
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a member who, through personal accom- 
plishment, has acquired and preserved by 
documenting an outstanding collection of 
radio artifacts. 

The Bruce Kelley-O7B Award is given to the 
member who publishes in 7he O7B an article 
judged to be the most outstanding, original, 
historical presentation of the award year. The . 
articles must have been written specifically 
for publication in The O7B, not reprinted from 
other journals. All AWA members are eligible 
for this award except those on the Award 
Committee and the O7B Editor. The J. Albert 
Moore award is a newly-instituted companion 
to the Bruce Kelley-O7B Award. The award 
comes to us through The Antique Radio Club 
of America, which was merged into AWA a 
few years ago. It was originally given for the 
most outstanding article (any category) con- 
tributed to the ARCA Gazette during the pub- 
lication year. Though the award continues a 
memorial to Mr. Moore’s contributions to 
ARCA, it has been re-oriented as a compan- 
ion to the Bruce Kelley-O7B Award—honoring 
articles that do not fall into the historical 
category considered for the latter. And so the 
Moore award will be given “... to the article, 
or series of articles, deemed to be the most 
outstanding of those dealing with radio 
hardware (radio sets, radio systems or com- 
ponents) printed in 7he O7B during the award 
year. Eligible articles include those dealing 
with troubleshooting, restoration, perfor- 
mance evaluation, identification methods, 
and history.” All AWA members are eligible 
for this award except those on the Award 
Committee and the O7B Editor. 

The Taylor Award, in memory of John Tay- 
lor, RCA TV Developer, is for “preserving tele- 
vision history.” 

The Tyne Tube Award is presented, in re- 
membrance of Gerald F.J. Tyne, for contribu- 
tions to preserving or documenting the his- 
tory of tube technology. 


George Batterson 
Arlene Roloson oe oo 


Lincoln Cundall 
_O. Edwd. Culver 
Charles Brelsford 


Joyce Peckham — 
Robert Morris _ 


President’s 


Award 
_ Donald Kay © 


Robert Morris (W2LV) 


W2LV 
W2LV/WORTF 


W1DM 
W1DM 
W1DM 


Cundall OT 
K4TS 


Linc 
W2LV 
W1DM 
W2LV 
K4TS 
Mais 
W2LV 
Mts 
 W8VSK 


_KATS. 


_ Bruce 
Kelley-OTB 


Taylor 
Richard Brewster 


ee 


Bro. Patrick Dowd 
_ William Condon 


Tyne 
Tube 
_ John Stokes 


FredHammond 
_ Bro.Patrick Dowd __ 


Houck 
Preservation 
Ed Raser 
Robert Merriam 
_ Warren Green 
Stuart Davis 
Wayne Nelson 
Vance Phillips 
Lauren Peckham 
_ Joseph Pavek 
Ralph Muchow 
John Caperton  _ 
Ralph Williams 


Documentation 
Thorn Mayes 
Bruce Kelley 
Gerald Tyne 
Lou Moreau 
William Breniman 
Howard Schrader 
~ Ralph Williams 
Don deNeuf 
_ lven Coggeshall 
Lloyd Espenscheid 
_ AlanDouglas 


Houck 


NOTES: 
(1) Awards are also presented to the high- 
est scorers of the two Linc Cundall Memorial 
continued on page 34 > 


AWA AWARDS (Blanks indicate years when award was not given.) 


RECOGNITION AWARDS 
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Superheterodyne 


David Cheney 
Ron Lawrence 


Houck 


People’s Choice 
Ron Lawrence 
Buford Chidester 
James Wilson 

_ David Kaiser 


Eric Coon 
Lloyd Jury 


Jerry & Marsha Simkin 
Floyd Jury 

Robert Macintyre 
Floyd Jury 

Robert Macintyre 

Eric Coon 

George Freeman _ 

_James Wilson 


Robert Murray/ 
Bill Holly 


Display’ 

Robert Lozier 
Ernie Hite 

Ross Smith 
Merrill Bancroft 
Robert Lozier 


Parker Heinemann 


Robert Mattson - 
Mike Raide 


Matlack 

Neil Wiegand 
John Rollins/ 
Mike Raide 
Edward White 
Hank Brown 
Stanley Hojnacki 
Floyd Engles 
Lloyd Jury 


Joe Reminder/Paul Jacobs 


William & Fran Holly 
Bruce Roloson 


Ross Smith 
Scott MacWilliam 


Peter Yanczer 
Lauren Peckham 


Best of Show 
Mike Katzdorn 
Jim McKinnon 
Stephen Brown 
Charles Steiger 
David Kaiser 


Floyd Jury 


Thompson 
George Freeman 


Elle Craftsman 
Billy Richardson 
Lauren Peckham 
Gordon Symonds 
Ray Richardson 
William Holly 
Ken Owens 
Stanley Hojnacki 


John Kelley 
* Name changed to “Ralph O. Williams Display Award” in 2002 


OLD EQUIPMENT CONTEST AWARDS, continued 


1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 
1995 
1996 
1997 
1998 
1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 


THE AWA AWARDS, continued 
from page 32 


“on the air” amateur events: The “OT 
Contest” and the “DX Contest.” 

(2) The Antique Wireless Associa- 
tion, Inc. Board of Directors Special 
Recognition Award was presented, 
for the first time in 1992, to two re- 
cipients. 


The Contest Awards 

ELLE CRAFTSMAN: Given in mem- 
ory of Bruce Elle to a builder of a 
high-quality radio receiver of an old 
or new type. 

MATLACK TRANSMITTER: Given 
for excellence in constructing or 
restoring transmitting equipment. 

DISPLAY: Recognizes the informa- 
tional value and quality of an exhibit 
in the contest at the AWA conference. 
Note: As a memorial to Ralph Williams, 
N3VT, who was so influential in the 
development of standards for the Old 
Equipment Contest over the years, this 
award was renamed “The Ralph 0. 
Williams Display Award.” 

THOMPSON BEST OF SHOW: 
Awarded in honor of early amateur 
Eunice Thompson, W1MPP, for the 
top entry in the Old Equipment Con- 
test at the Annual Conference. 

PEOPLE’S CHOICE: Awarded to the 
entry that receives the most favor- 
able votes from visitors to the con- 
test. All entries including displays 
are eligible for this award. 


NOTE: 

Established 1997, but not given 
since 1998, the ARCA Houck Super- 
heterodyne Award is presented in 
recognition of what is judged to be 
an outstanding entry of a receiver of 
this design. 

vv 


FIFTY YEARS OF AWA 


5 
‘UG? SAYA os | 
“SPP ARKH 2008 


AWA. Electronic 


Communication 
Museum 


FIFTY YEARS OF AWA 35 


THE AWA. ELECTRONIC 


(COMMUNICATION MUSEUM 


The now world-famous AWA Museum has 
always been the focal point of the organization. 
Thousands of members and visitors from around 
the world are conducted through the two build- 
ings each year during the summer months, when 
the museum is open. 

Continuing with former President Chuck 
Brelsford’s comments from the first issue of The 


AWA Review: 


44 


The history of the AWA collection dates back 
to the founding of the AWA. Bruce Kelley’s col- 
lection of tubes, receivers and transmitters in 
his barn in Spencerport became the core of the 
eventual collection, which grew as members 
and the public at large donated or loaned ad- 
ditional items. By 1970 the carriage barn in 
Holcomb was full and overflowing into other 
barns around the area, and the Board of Direc- 
tors decided to find another more suitable lo- 


“ 


The east corner of the main Museum room, about 1985. 
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cation for a museum which could be open to the 
public. Studies were made of potential loca- 
tions, sizes and types of buildings, etc. After 
lengthy investigation, the Board leased for a 
term of ten years 1,500 sq. ft. of space on the 
second and third floors of the Academy Building 
owned by the East Bloomfield Historical Society. 
The 1837 Academy Building, previously used by 
the Grange, needed complete refurbishing. The 
East Bloomfield Historical Society repaired the 
roof, pointed up the brick-work, repaired win- 
dows and installed a new furnace. Extensive car- 
pentry, rewiring, and painting had to be done in 
the area to be used by the AWA, and this work 
became a major project for AWA volunteer mem- 
bers. Bruce Roloson, an expert in commercial 
electrical wiring, repeatedly traveled from Horse- 
heads to supervise and assist others in replacing 
the electrical system. The new Museum, opened 
in May, 1975, has provided a very satisfactory 
place to display the AWA’s outstanding collec- 
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The Museum's 1925 radio store replica as it now appears. 


tion. The Museum, open to the public from May 
through October, is staffed by member volun- 
teers. New displays and improvements take place 
each year. More than 3,500 people visited the 
Museum in 1985, including special groups such 
as school classes and amateur radio clubs. 

Through the years the AWA has enjoyed a 
sound financial structure. The principal income 
comes from membership dues, the major portion 
of which is expended on the Bulletin. Other oper- 
ating expenses are relatively minor so that the 
annual dues have been kept modest. Messrs. Cun- 
dall and Deeley have been very proficient in at- 
tending to the economy and utilization of AWA’s 
funds. 

Two major expenditures have occurred. The 
first was for the establishment of the Museum in 
1975. A separate Museum Fund was created, 
started by a major contribution from Grote Reber. 
This fund has also received contributions from 
many members and from many special projects, 
such as a percentage of the Auction sales. While 
Operating expenses for the Museum have in- 
creased greatly, income from the Fund’s invest- 
ments provides for its satisfactory operation. The 
second major expenditure was used for a storage 
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building, popularly called the Annex. This build- 
ing, located on one acre of land leased for 
ninety-nine years from the American Legion, pro- 
vides 2,400 square feet of space. [Editor's Note: 
The land has since been purchased from the Le- 
gion.| Equipment which may be duplicate or sup- 
plemental to that in the Museum is stored here. 
Other equipment, unsuitable for public display but 
of special historical interest, is also stored here 
where members may work with it. The Annex is 
now nearly full. 


vv 


Some significant changes in the Museum ad- 
ministration have occurred since Chuck wrote the 
above in 1986. First, while the Museum for years 
has enjoyed separate finances from the AWA 
Inc., and has been a separate corporation, in 
2001 a formal separation of the two organizations 
occurred. The Museum is now wholly governed 
by its own officers and Board of Trustees, and is 
financially independent. Edward Gable is now the 
Curator, and Thomas Peterson is the Director. 

All AWA members are automatically mem- 
bers of the Museum, and there is some overlap 


between the Boards of the AWA Inc. and the 
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Museum, to the extent allowed by New York 
State law. The Museum has for years operated 
under a temporary charter granted by the Board 
of Regents of New York, and is now in the final 
stages of applying for a permanent charter. Much 
credit must be given to the Curator and his band 
of loyal workers, who meet weekly to labor on the 
collections and outreach programs. Affiliations 
with other historical organizations and museums, 
started by Bruce Kelley, continue to this day. 
Curator Ed Gable offers the following 


comments: 
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The legacy of Bruce Kelley and his cronies, and 
the wonderful collection they were able to assem- 
ble, is awe inspiring. I find it so every time I visit 
the museum, and that’s every week. The collection 
is excellent. In recent years, the recordkeeping 
has been upgraded with the development of PC 
data base programs. 

As we sought to become a 501(c)3 charitable 
organization and came under more and more 
government scrutiny, it became obvious that 
records and procedures required of a New York 
State chartered museum were lacking. To 
counter that, and to enable the Museum to ob- 
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tain the long sought after and coveted perma- 
nent NY State charter, many things had to be ac- 
complished. These were definitely not as much 
fun as working with the collection itself. Re- 
quirements had to be studied and understood; 
policies and procedure had to be written to com- 
ply. PC data bases were generated, collections 
software purchased and installed and donated 
PCs were upgraded to meet higher demands. 

The biggest obstacle to obtaining the charter 
was the fact that the Museum had been orga- 
nized and operated by a non-chartered group, 
the AWA, Inc. That required a reorganization to 
set up separate sitting officers and a Board of 
Trustees for the Museum. However, some 
crossover had to be allowed to ensure the syn- 
ergy between the Museum and the Club that had 
been enjoyed for so many years. 

The new organization, plus the addition of a 
Museum Director to relieve the Curator of nu- 
merous duties not associated with the collec- 
tion, has set the Museum on a course which will 
continue to assure its premier place in the field 
of electronic communication history for the 
next fifty years. It’s an exciting time and I’m 
glad you are part of it. 

vv 
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THE AWA AND AMATEUR RADIO 


From the beginning of the organization, ama- 
teur radio has played a significant role. All the 
founders were amateurs, and in the beginning a 
ham license was a requirement to be an officer. 
Bruce Kelley, George Batterson and Linc Cun- 
dall had become active amateurs during the 
1930s. Kelley, with an enviable DX operating 
record during the 1930s, was able to use his as- 
sociation with both the Rochester Amateur Radio 
Association (where he was a founding member) 
and the American Radio Relay League to signifi- 
cant advantage in promoting the AWA. 

Ed Gable, Curator of The AWA Electronic 
Communication Museum, adds the following 
comments: 
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Amateur Radio was the common meeting 
ground for those wishing to enter the historic radio 
field to become introduced to those who were al- 

ready there. It was the foot in the door. How many 
of these pioneering AWA supporters do you recog- 
nize? Thorn Mayes W6AX, George Grammer W1DF, 
Ed Reddington W4ZM, Bill Halligan W9AC, Ed Raser 
W2ZI, Bob Merniam W1NTE, Jack Gray W8JDV, Joe 
Pavek WOOEP, R.M. Matlack W3CFC, R.H.G. Mathews 
9ZN, Bud Hall K2LP, Bob Morris W2LV, Ken Conrad 
W2ITE, Louise Moreau W3WRE, Howard Pyle W70E, 
Fred Hammond VE3HC, and Bill Orr W6SAI. There 
are many others. 

The ability to communicate with each other 


& 


Visitors fill the AWA Museum Annex during the 2001 Confer- 


Hartley oscillator, using 211 tube, built for use 
the Bruce Kelley Memorial 1929 QSO party by Henry 
Meyer, W6TDP. 


via their own ham sets tied many of these early 
wireless and radio historians together in this 
unique way. AWA nets on 75 and 20 meters were 
widely used in the earlier days. 

Three annual amateur radio events commemo- 
rate Bruce Kelley and Linc Cundall; the Bruce Kel- 
ley Memorial 1929 QSO party and the Linc Cundall 
Memorial Old-Time CW and DX Contests. In addi- 
tion, there are numerous and regular radio nets 
for the amateur members, using all modes and on 
a variety of frequencies. The OTB regularly prints 
articles with amateur radio orientation, and the 
Annual Conference has an ongoing amateur pro- 
gram. Coincidentally, and even though an ama- 
teur radio licence is no longer required to be an 
AWA officer, three of the five presidents have 
been amateurs. 

In the Museum there is a substantial 
display of amateur equipment as well as 
two ham stations which are known to 
all amateur members. We refer, of 
course, to the Museum station, W2AN, 
and to the classic 1930s Millen station, 
a gift from James Millen to the AWA in 
1985. The Millen transmitter and re- 
ceiver were restored to operating con- 
dition by W2ZM and K3ZJW, and are 
maintained and used by AWA members 


ence as the two James Millen stations (in front of seated op- 
erator, and at rear, left) were put through their paces. This was 
part of a special event, celebrating the 100th anniversary of 
Millen’s birth, sponsored by the James Millen Society. 
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on the 75-meter amateur band. Bruce 
Kelley’s amateur call, W2ICE, has been 
issued to the Museum by the FCC. 


vv 
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THE VOLUNTEERS 


As I perused the back issues of The OTB, I 
was struck once more by a fact that I had always 
known; that the backbone of any organization 
such as the AWA is the corps of volunteer work- 
ers who labor unceasingly to maintain and move 
the association forward. 

In the early years it was the vigor and dedica- 
tion of Bruce Kelley, assisted by Linc Cundall 
and George Batterson, and the group of local in- 
terested amateurs, that kept the organization 
alive. Everything was done on a volunteer basis, 
with the only compensation out of the small trea- 
sury being for actual expenses such as postage and 
supplies. In fact, many of the expenses were do- 
nated by the volunteers themselves, and the prac- 
tice continues to this day. 

Today, fifty years later, life is not as simple as 
it once was. The financial function, for example, 
is much more complex. Originally, one person 
could donate his services as accountant/treasurer 
(as did Linc Cundall, followed by Dex Deeley). 
While we still have volunteer Treasurers for both 
the A.W.A. Electronic Communications Mu- 
seum and AWA, Inc., our accounting is now 
done by a Rochester-based firm. Specialized legal 
work required for the updating of all the aspects of 
our two non-profit corporations was contracted 
out to another Rochester firm which specializes in 
this work. 

The Editor of The Old Timers Bulletin is an 
AWA member who happens to be a communica- 
tions specialist. Copy editing for the publication is 
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contributed, pro bono, by another AWA mem- 
ber, a publications professional, who works with 
the Editor. All of The OTB’s column editors are 
also AWA members who contribute their time 
and considerable talents, issue after issue. 

Aside from a few paid professionals for certain 
selected jobs, the majority of the work of the As- 
sociation and the Museum continues to be carried 
forward by volunteers who donate time—in some 
cases hundreds of hours a year—and expenses on 
a regular basis. A glance at the Association and 
Museum header pages in The OTB will show 
who many (but not all) of them are. Noteworthy 
are the AWA Secretary, Joyce Peckham, and the 
Museum Curator, Ed Gable. Both jobs are very 
labor- and time-intensive. 

Included also are the Board members and officers 
who travel considerable distances in some cases, and 
at their own personal expense, to take part in the on- 
going management. It should be noted here that the 
management of the AWA has shifted during the past 
decade from the small core group based in the 
Rochester and immediate area of upstate New York 
to a much broader geographic representation. At this 
time, the President and one of the Vice Presidents 
are from Pennsylvania, and the other Vice President 
is from West Virginia. The Museum Director is 
from Ohio. Other members are from as far south as 
DC and Maryland and as far west as Chicago. At 
this writing we have no board members from 
Canada or other foreign countries. 

—WBF 
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1970s 


Rochester Amateur Radio 
Association hamfest, 
Rochester, NY, 1975. AWA 
display manned by Dick 
Ransley (left) and Lauren 
Peckham. (Lauren Peckham) 


Radio historians reminiscing at the 
1977 Conference. Shown are Gerald F.J. 
Tyne and Harry Houck. 

(March, 1978 OTB) 


At an AWA Regional Meet in California 
are, L to R: John Drake, Thorn Mayes, 
Bob and Nancy Merriam, Charles 

_ Brelsford, and the Curator of the 

_ Foothill College Electronic Museum. 
(March, 1977 OTB) 


Old-time CW operators Ken 
Gardner, Bill Gould, and Art 
Goodnow meet at the 1977 
Conference. (March, 1978 OTB) 


1977 program chairman Bruce Kelley 
(left) and radio pioneer R.G.H. 
Mathews, with two receivers developed 
by Mathews. At the left is an early re- 
generative CRL (Chicago Radio Labora- 
tory) receiver and at the right is a late 
model Zenith 3-R. (March, 1978 OTB) 
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1980s 


Two old friends, historians both. Bob Morris, 
W2LV (left) and Rex Matlack, W3CFC, meet for the 
last time at Schooley’s Mountain, NJ spring meet 
during the mid 1980s. (Lauren Peckham) 


Ralph Williams, N3VT (left) informs Linc 
Cundall, W2LQ, that his U.W.T. Type “D” 


tuner won the Elle Craftsman Award at the 
1982 Conference. (March, 1983 OTB) 


Fred Hammond, VE3HC (left) receives the Houck 
Award from chairman Bob Morris, W2LV at the 
1982 Conference. (March, 1983 OTB) 


At the 1980 AWA 

| Conference. From left: Dave 
| Brodie, Bruce Kelley, Tony 
Constable, Editor of the 
BVWS Bulletin, London, 
England, and Chuck Brels- 
ford, holding a historic con- 
denser presented to the AWA 
Museum. (June, 1981 O7B) 
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| Houck Award committee in 1983. From left: 
| Bob Morris, Art Goodnow, and Thorn Mayes. 
(Lauren Peckham) 


AWA Regional Meet at 
Manhattan College in 
1984 to view the famed 
vacuum tube exhibit cre- 
ated by Bro. Pat Dowd. L 
to R are curator Pat Dowd, 
tube historian Gertrude 
Tyne, AWA curator Bruce 
Kelley, and historians Linc 
Cundall, William Fizette, 
and Robert Morris. (OTB) 
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President Lauren Peckham (left) 
presents the 1983 Conference Houck 
Award to Brother Pat Dowd. (Lauren 
Peckham) 


Summer, 1985. AWA 
members travel to James 
Millen’s home in North 
Reading, MA, to dismantle 
and move his famous 
station to the AWA 
Annex. L to R: William 
Fizette, Bruce Kelley, Ed 
Gable, and Steve Sykes. 
(Ed Gable) 
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1980s 


Marconi’s daughter, Mrs. Gioia 
Marconi Braga (center), with 
Felicia and Jim Kreuzer, who won 
the “Best-of-Show” award at the 
1984 Conference. (December, 
1984 OTB) 


Rex Matlack, W3CFC (right) receives the Houck Award 
for historic preservation from Bob Morris at the 1984 
Conference. Portions of his extensive collection were 

donated to the Museum and are on permanent display. 

(December, 1984 O7B) 


Gioia Marconi Braga 
speaks at the 1984 
Conference banquet. 

L to R: Mrs. Stu Meyer, 
Dex Deeley, Braga (at 
podium), Lauren and 
Joyce Peckham. (Lauren 
Peckham) 


James Millen, W1HRX 
(left) relaxes with Bruce 
Kelley as Ed Gable, Steve 
Sykes, and William Fizette 
carefully dismantle the 
Millen station and place it 
in a truck for transfer to 
the AWA Museum at Hol- 
comb, NY. 1986 (March, 
1986 OTB) 


46 FIFTY YEARS OF AWA 


At the AWA Annex, 
August 27, 1989. Ded- 
ication of the Bruce 
Kelley AWA Research 
Center. Lauren Peck- 
ham (left) makes the 
presentation to Bruce 
Kelley. (Lauren 
Peckham) 


At the Board of Direc- 
tors meeting, November 
5, 1989. L to R: Bruce 
Kelley, Richard Ransley, 
William Fizette, Dexter 
Deeley, Bruce Roloson. 
Seated—Joyce Peckham. 
(Lauren Peckham) 


At the Peckham |, 
museum in 1988. 
Pat Leggatt | 
(England), Lauren 
Peckham, and Bruce 
Roloson. (Lauren 
Peckham) 
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Bruce Kelley with Museum volunteers at the 1989 Christmas party. (Ed Gable) 


The reassembled Millen station 
at the AWA Museum Annex in 
1986. The microphone and 
framed license are from the 
original 1936 station. 

(March, 1986 OTB) 
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The flea market at 
the 1990 
Convention. 
(Lauren Peckham) 


Contest entry by 
the Jury brothers 
during the 1990s. 
(Lauren Peckham) 


Meeting of ARCA board of directors at the merger ceremony with the AWA in 1995. Shaking hands 
are Presidents Lloyd McIntyre and Bruce Roloson. (Lauren Peckham) 
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Bruce Kelley (left) with California 
historian Paul Giganti, Dec. 1992. 
(Lauren Peckham) 


Siwvirg 
har 
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Dexter Deeley (right) is honored 
by the Board at the November 
1998 meeting for his 30 years of 
continuous and outstanding ser- 
vice to the AWA. William Fizette 
makes the presentation. (Febru- 
ary, 1999 OTB) 


Se ernst i: 


Mamuro Fujimuro (left) and Bengt Swensson com- 
pare notes at the 1999 Convention. (November, 
1999 OTB) 


Ralph Williams, AWA 
Contest Chairman 
(right), and Atwater 
Kent grandson Peter 
Kent discuss fine points 
of a rare AK breadboard 
at the 1996 Convention. 
(November, 1996 O7B) 
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1990s 


AWA VP Ron Frisbie (left) listens to a point being made 
by tube historian, writer, and former O7B Editor Lud 
Sibley at the 1999 Convention. (November, 1999 07B) 


Conference Program Chairman Lauren 
Peckham talks with O7B Editor Marc Ellis 
at the 1996 Conference flea market. 


(November, 1996 O7B) 


CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF ATWATER KENT 


By Ralph Williams, N3VT 
30675 Main Rd., Orient, NY 11957 


limited to the open se 
quency amplifiers be} 
specifically the Mod 
sets assembled from 


1996 contest are divided into two major 

groups; Theme and Standard, The theme cat- 
egories reflect the Conference’s central celebration 
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tube shades. 
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The Old Equipment Contest categories, 
as prepared by Contest Chairman 
Ralph Williams. (May, 1996 O7B) 
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Appendix 


AWA PRESIDENTS THROUGH THE YEARS 


George G. Batterson, WZGB ...........1954-1971 
Charles M. Brelsford, K2WW ....... .. 1971-1983 


Lauren Ay Peckham... 1983-1989 

Brice Li Bolcon 1989-1995 

William B. Bizette, W2DGB............ 1995-2002 
coi Gautne ©, oo 2002 - 


Old equipment contest held at Bob Merriam’s 
museum in 1969. President George Batterson at 
left, Jack Gray at right, Linc Cundall in back- 
ground right, W3KQH in the far background. (Ed 
Gable) 


President Brelsford (standing, left) introduces 
guest speaker R.H.G. Mathews at the 1977 Dear- 
born Conference. Seated are, L to R, Harry 
Houck, Don Matteson, and Ed Redington. (March, 
1978 OTB) 
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President Lauren Peckham, with wife Joyce, at 
the 1983 Annual Conference. (Lauren Peckham) 


Conference Chairman and past President Bruce 
Roloson (left) receives the President's Award for 
outstanding service to the AWA from President 
William Fizette at the 1997 Convention. (No- 
vember, 1997 OTB) 
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AWA HONORARY MEMBERS 


PAST & PRESENT 


barles Brelsford 


Fred Hammond 


R.H.G. Mathews 


“Marion Armstrong Lloyd Espenschied Arthur Milne | 
Dr. John Bardeen William Fee , Lou Moreau 
George Batterson _ Dr. Leonard Fuller Lauren Peckham 
Roland Bourne ——_—~Paul Godley Elmo Pickerill 

a Marconi Braga © GeorgeGrammer _—Grote Reber _ 


© Brice Rolowsn 


; ony Constable = Harry Houck a : Fred Shunaman 
tCrossley GG. Hopkins ——_Ellliot Sivowitch 
Davis : : : Prof. HH. Newell _ Sherwood M. Snyder 

her Patrick Dowd - Clarence Tuska 


a _ Amory Waite — 


THE AWA CHAPTERS PROGRAM 


he AWA Chapters program was essen- 

tially inherited from ARCA (Antique 
Radio Club of America) when it merged with 
the AWA. At that time the ARCA chapters 
were the West Virginia Chapter, the Camp- 
bell Hall Chapter (formerly the Hudson Val- 
ley Group), and the Hawaii Chapter. 

In accepting the chapters program from 
ARCA, the AWA Board of Directors exam- 
ined the legal and liability aspects of the over- 
all program, and established two criteria for a 
potential chapter to be officially accepted by 
the AWA. These were (a) membership re- 


quirements, and (b) insurance coverage for li- 
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ability protection. There are no yearly fees or 
dues. Details are spelled out in the AWA By- 
Laws, and information on how a group may 
become a chapter of the AWA is available by 
writing the secretary, who will forward the re- 
quest to the appropriate officer. 

At present the only official active chapter 
of the AWA is the CCAWA (Carolinas 
Chapter of the AWA). Its activities are ongo- 
ing and significant, and are chronicled regu- 
larly in The OTB. Several other groups have 
expressed an interest in the program, and in- 
quiries are always invited. 
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A CHRONOLOGY OF THE FIRST 50 YEARS 


The following material is excerpted mainly from 
the official publication of the Antique Wireless 
Association, The Old Timers Bulletin. 


1952: Kelley, Batterson, and Cundall form 
the Antique Wireless Association, and for- 
malize the Museum that Kelley had started. 


1959: Before the appearance of The OTB, 
Bruce Kelley writes a feature article telling 
about the AWA, which is published in the May, 
1959 issue of OST. He later refers to this article 
in al962 OTB: 


1960: In January Kelley writes and distrib- 
utes the first Old Timers Bulletin. While he 
had planned a monthly publication, it is said 
that Linc Cundall persuaded him to make it 
a quarterly. Eventually the issues were labeled 
as spring, summer, fall and winter. 

From the beginning Bruce’s approach is di- 
rected at wireless history, historians, and “old 
timers.” He develops and maintains a strong 
relationship with the ARRL, capitalizing on 
his long history as an active radio amateur be- 
ginning in the 1930s. However, recognizing 
that the history of radio included commercial 
broadcasting, he publishes an article on col- 
lecting antique broadcast receivers. He labels 
the ten-year period of 1921-1931 as the era to 
focus on. 

In the February issue (Vol. 1, No. 2) Bruce 
gives general information for subscribers. He 
prints and distributes 50 copies. The unique 
OTB masthead featuring antenna wires 
stretched between two radio towers appeared 
in the October issue. (NOTE: Later repro- 
ductions of the first issues did show this mast- 
head, but it was not created until October.) 
The cost of the quarterly OTB, listed as a 
non-profit publication, was set at $1 per year. 


1961: Mid-year issue (Vol. 2, No. 3) reports 
Lee DeForest’s death at age 84. It is also noted 
that The OTB is now the official bulletin of 
the AWA, and is included with the annual 
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membership dues of $3 ($1.50 for membership 
in the AWA and $1.50 for The OTB.) In the 
Autumn issue (Vol. 2, No. 4) is a list of the 
AWA officers and a list of current prices for 
“old radios.” During 1961 Kelley, as the voice 
of the AWA, continues his theme of writing 
primarily for wireless operators, both commer- 
cial and amateur, but he does mention that 
the AWA now has some non-amateur mem- 
bers. The issues are addressed by hand and 
mailed out with a 3-cent stamp. 


1962: By Volume 3 distribution has grown to 
80 copies. Kelly refers to the May 1959 QST ar- 
ticle for a description of the AWA. The Winter 
1962 issue is wrongly labeled as Vol. 2 No. 5 in- 
stead of Vol. 3, No. 1. The “annual open house 
and Old Timers’ lunch” is held at the Holcomb 


barn museum. 


1962: A call for (additional) announcements 
and contributions for The OTB appears in the 
Summer issue (Vol. 3, No. 2). The Fall issue 
(Vol. 3, No. 3) lists AWA officers, board mem- 
bers, and publishing staff. George Batterson is 
the first president. Postage for the Winter 
issue (Vol. 3, No. 4) is up to 10 cents, but dues 
are reduced to fifty cents to $2.50 per year. 
The reason: “Membership in A.W.A. has in- 
creased sufficiently to allow our out-of-pocket 
expense to be spread out over a larger number 
of people...” 


1963: By Volume 4, articles by historians other 
than BK are being featured. In the Spring issue 
(No. 1), The Old Tyme Receiving Contest is 
announced. The Summer issue (No. 2) an- 
nounces the “First National Get-Together” to 
be held on Saturday, August 17, 1963 in Hol- 
comb, NY. The Autumn issue (No. 3) carries a 
picture of Bruce Kelley with Herbert Hoover, 
JR. and Bill Halligan. 


1964: The first issue (Spring) of Volume 5 


mentions the club amateur radio station, 


W2AN. Summer (No. 2) brings an an- 
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nouncement of the second National Meet, to 
be held on October 3rd at the New England 
Wireless Museum in East Greenwich, RI. Bob 
and Nancy Merriam are to host. Autumn 
(No. 3) carries an impressive photo of 
W2AN. The ARRL National Convention in 
New York City (August, 1964) includes a big 
AWA exhibit. 


1965: Several museum photos appear in the 
Fall issue (Vol. 6, No. 3). No. 4 includes pho- 
tos of old time ham gear and a schematic of 


the 1929 type transmitter at W2AN. 


1966: Vol. 7, No. 1 (Spring) includes a for- 
mal photo of the AWA officers taken at the 
annual New York hamfest. No. 3 (Autumn) 
carries a list of the awards presented at the 
September Annual Meet. 


1967: The Spring (subtitled “June”) Issue of 
Vol. 8 (No. 1) has a full-page ad detailing the 
upcoming September AWA convention to be 
held at the Ford Science Museum in Dearborn 
MI. Extensive programming is to include Mar- 
ion Armstrong, Harry Houck, Elmo Pickerill, 
Lou Moreau, Grote Reber, Ed Raser, Bob Mer- 
riam, Thorn Mays, Joe Pavek, and Linc Cun- 
dall. The death of Hugo Gernsback is recorded 
in No. 3 (Fall) and that of Elmo Pickerill in 
No. 4 (Winter). 


1968: Vol. 9, No. 2 (Autumn) announces 
the annual conference to be held at the 
Smithsonian Institution in September. The 
following issue (Winter) reports that about 
300 people were registered for the event and 
that over 200 attended the banquet. 


1969: Volume 10, No. 1 (June) runs a photo 
of out-of-towners attending the spring meet, 
including a visitor from Amsterdam and well- 
known tube collector Fin Stuart of Australia. 
There’s also a two-page story about Charles 
Herrold of San Jose, CA, and the first regu- 
larly scheduled radio station (11 years before 
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KDKA). In the September issue is the an- 
nouncement that the Annual Conference is 
to be held at the New England Wireless Mu- 
seum. The OTB is now at 24 pages. 


1970: September issue (Volume 11, No. 2) 
carries the announcement of the first annual 
conference to be held at Canandaigua, NY. 
Theme: 50th Anniversary of Broadcasting. 


1971: In the March issue, (Vol. 11, No. 4) 


George Batterson is still listed as President. 


1972: In the March issue (Vol. 12, No. 4), 
Charles Brelsford, K2 WW, is now listed as the 
President of the AWA. He makes the an- 
nouncement that a committee is investigat- 
ing the Academy Building of the local Histor- 
ical Society for possible use as a museum site. 
In June (Vol 13, No. 1), we learn that those 
large orange member badges are again avail- 
able for a buck and that the annual conference 
will be at the Smithsonian. The December 
issue (Vol. 13, No.3) reports that, at the con- 
ference, Bruce Kelley received the Houck 
award along with Ed Raser. 

In 1972 ARCA, the Antique Radio Club of 
America, an organization devoted primarily to 
collecting, is formed. John Caperton is elected 
president, and Ralph Muchow vice president. 


1973: It’s noted on The OTB masthead (and 
also earlier) that the AWA is a member of the 
Regional Conference of Historical Agencies 
and the American Association of Museums, 
and is an affiliate of the ARRL. In September 
(Vol. 14 No. 2) the announcement is made of 
an agreement for the rental of space in the 
Academy Building, and also of the establish- 
ment of an AWA Museum Fund to help pay 
for the renovations needed. The Fund was 
started with a gift from pioneer Clarence 
Tuska back in April. A partial index to The 
OTB was printed in this issue. 


1974: The March issue (Vol 14, No. 4) noted 
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that the lease for space in the Academy 
Building had been signed. It included the 2nd 
floor and part of the 3rd. Mention is made of 
member and attorney Sherwood Snyder, 
W2KFU, who handled the legalities. In Sep- 
tember (Vol. 15, No. 2)the AWA amateur 
radio nets on 75, 80, and 20 meters are listed. 


The OTB is now 28 pages. 


1975: A target date of May 1 for the new mu- 
seum is announced in March (Vol. 15, No. 4). 
Included are progress pictures of the shipboard 
installation and 1925 store exhibits. In Sep- 
tember (Vol. 16, No. 2) there’s a formal col- 
umn chronicling the May 1 opening of the new 
“Electronic Communication Museum,” to be 
open on Wednesday and Sunday, May through 
October, and by special appointment. There is 
a large section of photos. In the December issue 
(No. 3), BK wrote that the Museum: Had 
10,000 exhibit items, 2000 visitors during 1975, 
and 230 financial contributors. The 1975 An- 
nual Conference held at Canandaigua had 364 
registrants. OTB page count is up to 32. 


1976: The March issue (Vol. 16, No. 4) had 
four extra pages (36). In the September issue 
(Vol. 17, No. 2) is a report of the AWA ex- 
posure (5000 to 6000) at the ARRL New 
York State Atlantic Division convention in 
Rochester. Also during 1976 Bruce Kelley de- 
tails the AWA exposure at the ARRL Na- 
tional Convention in Denver, programs at 
QCWA (Quarter Century Wireless Associa- 
tion) meets, and at ARCA (Antique Radio 
Club of America) meets. Mention is made of 
the formation of the BVWS, the British Vin- 
tage Wireless Society. 


1977: The March issue (Vol. 17, No. 4), 
which boasts 48 pages, observes the 25th An- 
niversary issue of the AWA. Much of the issue 
is taken up by a Master Index of items and 
happenings of interest that appeared in the 
publication from the beginning. In September 
(Vol. 18, No. 2), the AWA is characterized as 
“The World’s Oldest and Largest Organiza- 
tion Dedicated to Preserving and Document- 


ing the History of Radio.” Also in 1977, Linc 


56 


Cundall is listed as Treasurer, with Dexter 
Deeley as the Assistant Treasurer. Dexter’s 
title was shortly changed to Comptroller. 


1978: In June (Vol. 19, No. 1) the “much 
discussed annual journal” project was set aside 
in favor of resuming the monographs, detailed 
papers on special topics. 


1979: The report on the 1979 Canandaigua 
Conference in the December issue (Vol. 20, 
No. 3) listed 600 attendees with 300 at the 
Saturday night banquet. 


1980: In the March issue (Vol. 20, No. 4), 
AWA membership costs are $8.00 for The 
OTB to be sent first class, and $6.00 for 3rd 
class. In June (Vol. 21, No. 1), there is a list- 
ing of the secondary awards: The Gerald F.]J. 
Tyne Vacuum Tube Award, the Elle Crafts- 
man Award for receiver construction, and the 
Matlack Award for 1920-1940 transmitters. 
In December (December, 1980), the Confer- 
ence report listed about 700 attendees. The 
Old Tyme QSO Party (80-40-20 meters) was 
scheduled for January 1981. 


1981: The March issue (Vol. 21, No. 4) 
mentions the AWA Hertz Resonator logo, 
initiated by W4DBT. In June (Vol. 22, No. 1) 
the Conference is once again scheduled again at 
Canandaigua. AWA nets are now on 80-40- 
20 meters, and BK is still listed as the OTB 
editor. In September (Vol 22, No. 2), there is 
an announcement of an agreement with the 
local American Legion Post to erect a “stor- 
age facility” for components and a library. Re- 
gional AWA meets are listed for CA, MN, 
NY, IN, and NC. The OTB is being printed 
by AWA member Don Ray, WA2PKS. 


1982: The December issue (Vol. 23, No. 3) 
includes a report on the 1981 “National His- 
torical Radio Conference.” The Old Equip- 
ment Contest awards are listed; judges were 
Ross Smith, Jim Troe, John Drake, Charles 
Day, Roland St. Louis, and Ralph Williams. 


1983: At the January 23rd meeting of the 
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Board of Directors, Lauren Peckham was 
elected President, replacing Chuck Brelsford, 
who had served for ten years. Bruce Roloson 
became First VP. In June (Vol. 24, No. 1) 
Brother Pat Dowd is welcomed as the new 
Vacuum Tube columnist, filling the vacancy 
created when Lauren moved up to the Presi- 
dency. 


1984: Museum hours expanded to Sunday, 
Wednesday, and Saturday. The cover of the 
March issue (Vol. 24, No. 4) shows a young 
Bob Morris, W2LV at the famous and historic 
1935 stratosphere test in the Black Hills. The 
first of two trips to London as guests of the 
BVWS took place in June. In the September 
issue (Vol. 25, No. 2), the term “annex” is used, 
referring to the new storage and work facility. 


1985: The AWA Spring Meet is held at the 
dedication of the Ralph Williams Atwater 
Kent Museum in Orient, NY. The June issue 
(Vol. 26, No. 1) carries the obituary of co- 
founder Linc Cundall, who died on February 
23, 1985. In the same issue, it is announced 
that the name of The Old Timers CW Con- 
test would be changed to the Linc Cundall 
Memorial CW Contest. In December (Vol. 
26, No. 3), there is more coverage on Linc 
Cundall. The issue also has a listing of past 
AWA award winners. 


1986: The March issue (Vol. 26, No.4) 
chronicles the donation of the historic 1930s 
Millen radio station by Jim Millen to the 
AWA. The first issue of The AWA Review is 
approved by the board and is printed. Bob 
Morris, W2LV is Editor, and William Fizette, 
K3ZJW, is Managing Editor. The volume 
presented eight papers in 122 pages. 

The November issue (Vol. 27, No. 3) con- 
tains the first announcement of the new pub- 
lication. It is also noted that Antique Radio 
Classified magazine is now being published by 
John Terrey, the new owner. 


1988: In the February issue (Vol. 28, No. 4), 
the report on the 1987 Conference in 
Canandaigua lists 800 registrants. In May (Vol. 
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29, No. 1), Bruce Kelley reports, in the Associ- 
ation News column, that the first two volumes 
of the AWA Review (2000 copies) have sold 
out. In August (No. 2) we learn that The OTB 
is now created by the team of W. Fizette (Man- 
aging Editor) and L. Sibley (Associate Editor). 
Bruce Kelly is listed as Editor Emeritus. No- 
vember’s cover (No. 3) shows radio pioneers 


Bill Halligan and Paul Godley. 


1989: In August (Vol 30., No. 2), The OTB 
reports on the 2nd AWA visit to London in 
June as guests of the BVWS. In November 
(No. 3), Ludwell Sibley becomes the Editor of 
The OTB, and Joyce Peckham becomes Sec- 
retary, having been Membership Secretary 
since 1987. 


1991: On the February (Vol 31, No. 4) mast- 
head, we see that Bruce Roloson has moved 
up from Ist VP to replace Lauren Peckham as 
President. Dick Ransley, formerly 2nd VP, 
becomes Ist VP. William Fizette moves into 
the 2nd VP position to replace Dick. 


1991: AWA Review Volume 2 is reprinted. 
Volume 6 is currently being sold. The 1991 
conference drew 880 registrants. 


1992: In June (Vol. 33, No. 2), an extensive 
article appears on the origins of the AWA 
Museum. The August (No. 3) and November 
(No. 4) issues had 60 pages and a color cov- 
ers. A call for nominations for AWA awards 
listed the award criteria. A special 40th An- 
niversary Issue of The OTB was issued, mak- 


ing five OTBs for 1992. 


1993: Association membership peaked at 
over 4000. 


1994: The 1994 issues of The OTB have 
color covers and two of them are up to 72 
pages. The OTB Editor position is taken over 
by Bruce Roloson with help from Al Green. 
The February issue (Vol. 35, No.1) records 
the passing of George Batterson, W2GB, one 
of the three AWA founders. In August (No. 


3), there’s an announcement of the merger of 
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ARCA and the AWA. In the November issue 
(No. 4), a feature article tells the story of the 
restoration of the Millen station, and that it 
was back on the air in late 1993. 


1995: The back cover of the February issue 
(Vol. 36, No. 1) shows the last Board of Di- 
rectors Meeting of ARCA (held at the 1994 
AWA Conference). The August issue (No. 3) 
features “100 Years of Radio.” In November 
(No. 4), Bruce Roloson announces that he is 
stepping down as President and OTB editor. 


1996: The February OTB (Vol. 37, No. 1) 
announces that W. Fizette has been elected 
president and that Marc Ellis, NOEWJ has 
been retained as the new OTB editor. In May 
(No. 2), the 2nd AWA Museum Fund Drive is 
announced, with a goal of $75,000 to pay for 
a much-needed addition to the Museum 
Annex. Also in May, is an article by L. Peck- 
ham, entitled “From OTBs Past.” The initial 
AWA Internet site is announced. In August 
(No. 3), paid advertising in The OTB becomes 


a reality, with printing of business card ads. 


1997: In February (Vol. 38, No.1) is the an- 
nouncement of the purchase of a two-acre 
plot of land—including the site of the mu- 
seum Annex—from the American Legion 
post at Bloomfield, NY. The land had for- 
merly been leased. The Amateur Radio col- 
umn of the same issue reports on the on-the- 
air commemoration, by AWA members, of 
the firmst transatlantic short-wave contact in 
1921 by 1BCG. In the November issue (No. 
4), we learn of the end of an era at the mu- 
seum. Curator Bruce Kelly has resigned as 
Curator because of ill health, and will be re- 
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placed by Ed Gable, K2MP. 


1998: Bruce Kelley’s passing on November 
6, 1997 is observed with a memorial OTB 
issue in February (Vol. 39, No. 1). In May 
(No. 2), the president announces that the 
museum fund drive is over the top. 


1999: February’s OTB (Vol. 40, No. 1) has 
76 pages. Annual dues and membership are 
$15.00. In August (No. 3), our publication 
sports a new cover format. In the same issue is 
the announcement that the AWA has its own 
web site with a distinctive address, www.an- 
tiquewireless.org. 


2000: The February issue (Vol. 41, No. 1) 
unveils Volume 12 of The AWA Review, “The 
Atwater Kent Radios,” by Ralph Williams. 


2001: In the February 2001 OTB (Vol. 42, No. 
1), The Museum Director post is filled by mem- 
ber Tom Peterson. Gable continues as Curator. 
In August (No. 3), the members are informed 
that new by-laws for the AWA had been ap- 
proved by the AWA Board at the spring meet- 
ing. In November (No. 4) annual dues are in- 
creased to $20.00 US ($25.00 foreign), to take 
effect in February 2002. Life memberships 
would increase to $400.00 US, $500.00 foreign. 
Also in November, the James Millen 100th an- 
niversary event, which took place at the 2001 
Annual Conference, is chronicled. 


2002: In May (Vol. 43, No. 2), the AWA 
Memorial Gifts Program is announced. In 
August (No. 3), the passing of one of the 
AWA stalwarts and world-famous authority 
on Atwater Kent, Ralph Williams, is detailed. 


FIFTY YEARS OF MWA: 


A FINAL WORD... 


Continuing with former President Chuck Brels- 
ford’s comments from the first issue of The 


AWA Review: 
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Two noteworthy changes in policy have oc- 
curred. First, prospective members need no 
longer be licensed radio amateurs, but they must 
be interested in the history and collection of 
early wireless apparatus. Second, a younger set 
of officers directs the organization. In January 
1983 the following were elected and still hold 
office, except for Linc Cundall, now deceased. 
Lauren Peckham of Breesport, New York, was 
elected President. For many years he has been 
active in the affairs of the AWA and has become 
an authority on vacuum tubes, as well as early 
broadcast radio receivers. The other officers 
elected were Bruce D. Roloson, 1st Vice-Presi- 
dent; Richard W. Fish, 2nd Vice-President; 
Richard G. Ransley, Secretary; Dexter T. Deeley, 
Treasurer; Lincoln A. Cundall, Comptroller; and 
Bruce Kelley, Curator. 

As one reads this exciting story of the devel- 
opment of The Antique Wireless Association and 
its activities, he realizes that it was the interest, 
enthusiasm, labor and devotion of Bruce Kelley 
and the many others who have made the AWA 
the outstanding organization it is today. 


vv 
With time the founders, the radio pioneers and 


the “old timers” have passed on, leaving the orga- 
nization in the hands of a new generation of his- 


torians and managers. 

As we celebrate the 50-year mark, the Antique 
Wireless Association remains the largest organiza- 
tion dedicated to wireless and radio history. 
Among other activities, we have amuseum, which 
is world-class, with a highly motivated and profes- 
sional staff of volunteers; we have a world-class 
group of publications; and we have the Annual 
Conference, which continues to attract visitors 
from around the world. 

As to the future, the AWA should be able to 
continue on for another fifty years at the very least. 
However, we must continue to strongly encourage 
volunteer participation. As the people who have 
served for many years begin to drop out, replace- 
ments are needed. It is also important to keep up 
with technology. As one example, the use of an In- 
ternet web site to advertise our organization is a key 
to our continued growth. We have an excellent 
one, an award winner managed by a volunteer 
professional. Another would be the publication of 
our written material in the CD ROM format, and 
this is being done, again by volunteer workers. 

Our original mission statement, our mandate 
from the founders still holds. As a review of the past 
forty-plus years of The OTB has shown, there seems 
to be no end in sight for material which documents the 
history of wireless and radio. With the continuation 
of the sort of member involvement that we have seen 
over the past years, and with the stable and conserv- 
ative financial and general management that has 
been our hallmark, we can be sure that the AWA will 
continue well into the 21st century. 

—William B. Fizette, President 


